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SoutheastCon 2018 
Preparations Continue 

In just about six months, the Florida West Coast Section will be hosting 
SoutheastCon, the annual Region 3 conference, in St. Petersburg.  Upwards 
of 800 people are expected to attend this 4-day event.  A local planning com-
mittee has been formed, and volunteers are being recruited to help plan and 
implement an outstanding event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The University of South Florida is the host university for the conference, 
and will take the lead in planning and implementing the student portion of 
the conference.  Florida Polytechnic University will assist USF with the stu-
dent events. 

The last time the Florida West Coast Section hosted SoutheastCon was 
1996.  We hope to put together a successful event  that the attendees will 
enjoy and remember for years to come.  Don’t worry—it’s not too late for 
you to help!  Numerous volunteer and sponsorship opportunities exist.  To 
become part of the major event, contact and FWCS officer (see Page 2 of 
this Signal). 

Upcoming Meetings 
EXCOM Meeting / Senior Membership Roundup 
Tuesday, September 5, 2017  5:30PM at TECO Plaza 

Register online at http://time2meet.com/fwcs-excom/index.html 
Open to all FWCS Members 

Glass Core Technology and Through-Glass Vias 
September 11, 2017   6:30PM to 8:00PM 

Details—Page 5 

Tour of Tampa Electric Big Bend Solar 
September 22, 2017   1:00PM to 3:00PM 

Details—Page 4 

Free E-Book 
Best of Backscatter – Book 5 

By Donald Christiansen 

Now through 15 Sep-
tember, IEEE members 
can download a free 
copy of this eBook. To 
download, sign in with 
your IEEE account, add 
the book to your cart and 
use promo code AUG-
FREE17 at checkout. 

The fifth volume in 
the Best of Backscatter series is based on a selec-
tion of columns that previously appeared in IEEE-
USA Insight and Today’s Engineer. The columns 
chosen are related to design issues, engineering 
writing and communicating, historical recollec-
tions, and the engineering gender gap. 



FWCS SunCoast Signal                                                                                 2                                                                                                September 2017 

 hƩp://www/ieee.org/fwcs          

2017 IEEE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ‐ FLORIDA WEST COAST SECTION 

CHAIR:  Claude PiƩs ‐ claude.piƩs@ieee.org 

VICE CHAIR:  Jim Cavanaugh ‐ James.A.Cavanaugh@ieee.org 

SECRETARY:  Sean Denny ‐ venner20@ieee.org, (727) 678‐0183 

TREASURER: Jim Howard ‐ jhoward@ieee.org, (863) 834‐6585  

SIGNAL EDITORS:  Ralph Fehr ‐ r.fehr@ieee.org,  
Donna Howard ‐ amberdon3133@gmail.com, (813) 924‐2024 

AWARDS & BYLAWS :  Richard BeaƟe, PE ‐ r.beaƟe@ieee.org 

MEMBERSHIP: Jim Howard ‐ jhoward@ieee.org, (863) 834‐6585  

TEACHER IN‐SERVICE: Sean Denny ‐ venner20@ieee.org, (727) 678‐0183 

Computer / Aerospace & Electronic Systems (COMP/AESS) Joint Chapter: 
Jim Cavanaugh ‐ James.A.Cavanaugh@ieee.org 

Engineering in Medicine & Biology (EMBS) Chapter: John West ‐ john.west@ieee.org, 
(727)‐743‐2267 

Microwave Theory & Techniques/Antennas & PropagaƟon/Electron Devices 
(MTT/AP/ED) Joint Chapter:  Jing Wang ‐ jingw@usf.edu 

Power & Energy / Industry ApplicaƟons (PES/IAS) Joint Chapter: 
Serge Beauzile ‐ serge.beauzile@ieee.org, (863) 834‐6511 

RoboƟcs & AutomaƟon (RAS) Chapter: Sean Denny ‐ venner20@ieee.org,                   
(727) 678‐0183 

Signal Processing / CommunicaƟons (SP/COMM) Joint Chapter: Paul Belussi ‐ 
paul.belussi.us@ieee.org 

WOMEN IN ENGINEERING Affinity Group: Valerie Tur, (813) 334‐2317, 
VLT4@cornell.edu  

LIFE MEMBER Affinity Group:  Glen Cock ‐  gcock@tampabay.rr.com, 813‐689‐4765 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS: T.J. Ross ‐ anthonyross@mail.usf.edu, (505) 620‐7734  

PACE: Jim Anderson ‐ jim.anderson@ieee.org, (813) 425‐2467 

CONSULTANTS NETWORK:  Herman Amaya ‐  hamaya@tampabay.rr.com  

STUDENT BRANCH MENTOR:  Jim Howard ‐ jhoward@ieee.org, (863) 834‐6585 

USF STUDENT BRANCH ADVISORS: 

Dr. Paul Schnitzler ‐ Student Branch Co‐Advisor ‐ pauls@usf.edu, (813) 974‐5584  

Dr. Andrew Hoff ‐ Student Branch Co‐Advisor ‐ hoff@usf.edu 

Dr. Ralph Fehr ‐ PES/IAS Chapter Advisor ‐ r.fehr@ieee.org 

STUDENT BRANCH / CHAPTERS: 

USF Student Branch ‐ Ivan Chekerov ‐ ichekere@mail.usf.edu 

USF Computer Society Chapter ‐ Felipe Souza ‐ fillipe@mail.usf.edu 

USF Microwave Theory & Techniques Chapter ‐ Eduardo Rojas‐ eduardor@mail.usf.edu 

USF Power & Energy/Industry ApplicaƟons Chapter ‐  Oscar Ayala‐Gonzalez ‐  

 oscara@mail.usf.edu  

CONFERENCES: Richard BeaƟe, PE ‐ r.beaƟe@ieee.org  

WEB PAGE: hƩp://sites.ieee.org/fwc/ 

WEB MASTER: Herman Amaya  hamaya@tampabay.rr.com  

THE SUNCOAST SIGNAL is published monthly by the Florida West Coast SecƟon (FWCS) 
of the InsƟtute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc. (IEEE).  THE SUNCOAST SIG‐
NAL is sent each month to members of the IEEE on Florida’s West Coast.  Annual sub‐
scripƟon is included in the IEEE membership dues. 

The opinions expressed, as well as the technical accuracy of authors, adverƟsers or 
speakers published in this newsleƩer are those of the individual authors, adverƟsers, 
and speakers.  Therefore, no endorsement by the IEEE, its officers, or its members is 
made or implied. 

All material for THE SUNCOAST SIGNAL is due in electronic form by 1st Sunday aŌer the 
1st Tuesday of the month preceding the issue month. 

Address all correspondence to: 

Donna Howard 
3133 W Paris Street   Tampa, FL 33614‐5964 
Home Phone: (813) 876‐1748    E‐mail: amberdon3133@gmail.com  

The Signal, Copyright © 2017 

Useful links: 
http://www.ieee.org/benefits Global Benefits Finder 
 

http://www.ieee.org/discounts Discounts Page 

PE Corner 
Art Nordlinger, PE, Senior Member 

Proposed Continuing Education Rule Changes  

As I previously reported, the Florida Board of Professional 
Engineers established a committee to consider continuing 
education rule changes. The committee consists of Board members 
and public contributors interested in this area. The Board’s 
continuing education rules may be found in Chapter 61G15-22 
FAC. 

A number of issues surrounding continuing education were 
received from various sources, including Board members, PEs, 
continuing education providers, and members of the public. These 
were eventually “boiled down” to 26 topics for discussion. The 
committee decided to consider some of these issues for rulemaking 
while dropping others for a variety of reasons. For example, some 
of the suggestions, while the committee felt they had merit, 
couldn’t be considered for rulemaking because they conflicted with 
the underlying Statutes governing continuing education, or were 
outside the authority granted to the Board in this area. Ultimately, 
three rule changes were presented to the Board by the committee 
for consideration. I will summarize them here. 

First, changes to Rule 61G15-22.006 are proposed that specify 
that the Board will randomly audit a minimum of 3% of licensees 
for compliance with continuing education requirements. The 
previous rule didn’t specify how many licensees were to be 
audited. Additionally, the rules are clarified to state that failure to 
demonstrate compliance will result in disciplinary action, and that 
any licensee who failed to demonstrate compliance in the previous 
renewal cycle will automatically be audited in the next cycle. 

Second, the committee proposed an addition to Rule 61G15-
22.011 which addresses ways in which an applicant may become a 
continuing education provider. The committee is proposing to add 
that anyone registered as a CE provider with the International 
Association for Continuing Education and Training and applies to 
be a provider in Florida should automatically qualify. 

And last, an addition to Rule 61G15.22-012 requires providers to 
make available sufficient information about their courses to “allow 
a participant to clearly understand the course content, learning 
objectives and outcomes, and level of difficulty prior to enrolling 
in the course.” This is in response to complaints by licensees that 
some courses offered turned out to be very simplistic or otherwise 
not as advertised. 

The next step in the process is for the Board to start a rule-
change proceeding. The Board may propose to adopt all of the 
committee’s suggested changes or a subset thereof. The Board’s 
proposed changes are then published publicly and a comment 
period ensues. After considering comments the Board may make 
changes to the proposed rules and publish them again. This 
iterative process continues until the Board votes to finalize the rule 
change. I will provide updates as the process proceeds. 

Whether you are a PE looking to attain required CEHs, or an 
engineer looking to learn something new or keep current with the 
latest trends in the profession, IEEE has seminars that will meet 
your needs. Better start earning those CEHs now! 
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Date:  September 22, 2017 
Time:  1pm‐3pm 
Cost:  Free for IEEE Members and Students, $10 Non‐Members and $5 for non‐IEEE Students 

Make checks payable to: IEEE FWCS 
Send checks to: Jim Howard, IEEE FWCS Treasurer 
3133 W. Paris Street 
Tampa, FL 33614‐5964 

Speaker:   Ryan Copley, Tampa Electric Electrical Engineer 
LocaƟon: US41, west side, ½ mile south of the US41 & Big Bend Road intersecƟon  

(see map below) 

RSVP:  Online at:  hƩp://Ɵme2meet.com/fwcs‐meeƟngs/ 
   Space limited to the first 30 registrants!!! 

 

Your local IEEE FWCS will host a tour of the new Tampa Electric Big Bend Solar Electric GeneraƟon staƟon ‐ the larg‐
est solar energy installaƟon in the Tampa Bay area.  The 23‐megawaƩ (MW) photovoltaic array includes more than 
200,000 thin‐film solar panels that track the sun. Tracking solar arrays produce over 30 percent more energy than 
fixed solar arrays. The array will provide environmental savings of up to 30,000 tons of carbon dioxide every year – 
which is the equivalent of removing up to 6,000 cars from the road. 

The project sits on 106 acres of company‐owned land at the Big Bend Power StaƟon in Apollo Beach and has the ca‐
pacity to power nearly 3,300 homes. It began commercial operaƟon in February 2017.  "Tampa Electric is proud to 
have built the Tampa Bay area's largest solar array," said Gordon GilleƩe, president of Tampa Electric. "This invest‐
ment in large‐scale solar using the latest technology further demonstrates our commitment to clean energy, as part 
of our commitment to deliver affordable and reliable energy to our 730,000 customers." 

The Big Bend installaƟon is the third large‐scale solar project for Tampa Electric since 2015. The first, a 2‐MW facility 
on the top floor of Tampa InternaƟonal Airport's south economy parking garage, produces enough electricity to 
power up to 250 homes. Tampa Electric also installed a 1.8‐MW solar facility at LEGOLAND® Florida Resort. 

 

 
 

 

Tour of Tampa Electric Big Bend Solar  
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Glass Core Technology and Through‐Glass Vias 
Date:  Monday, September 11, 2017     

Time:    6:30pm—8:00pm 

LocaƟon: 7887 Bryan Dairy Rd.—Largo, FL  33777  (Largo STAR Center, corner of Bryan Dairy and Belcher) 

Cost:  FREE 

Presenter: Shane Dabrowski, Samtec ApplicaƟon Engineer 

RSVP:  Online at:    hƩps://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/46620  

QuesƟons: Paul Belussi, Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories, Inc., paul_belussi@selinc.com 

 Glass Core Technology—What is it and why do we care? 

 Microelectronic Packaging—Quick background on silicon substrates and packaging techniques 

 Glass Core ApplicaƟons and Use Cases—RF, OpƟcs, Micro‐Fluidics 

 Current glass capabiliƟes in the market and roadblocks that need to be overcome 
 
 

SoŌware‐Defined Networking Enhances 
CommunicaƟon‐Assisted ProtecƟon Scheme 

Date:  Thursday, October 12, 2017     

Time:    6:30pm—8:00pm 

LocaƟon: 7887 Bryan Dairy Rd.—Largo, FL  33777  (Largo STAR Center, corner of Bryan Dairy and Belcher) 

Cost:  FREE 

RSVP:  Online at:    hƩps://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/46670  

QuesƟons: Paul Belussi, Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories, Inc., paul_belussi@selinc.com 

There is considerable interest in the potenƟal advantages that soŌware‐defined networking (SDN) brings to the real‐

Ɵme power uƟlity networks in terms of fast healing, more determinisƟc latencies, and deny‐by‐default security.  

This presentaƟon reviews the communicaƟon channel performance requirements for communicaƟon‐assisted pro‐

tecƟon schemes and explains the challenges of using Ethernet for teleprotecƟon applicaƟons.  You will learn how 

SDN can be used to provide a breakthrough soluƟon that solves the limitaƟons of using Ethernet for mission‐criƟcal 

services within the substaƟon. 
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Date: Friday, November 10, 2017        Time:   Noon – 3PM  Location:  440 South 78th Street, Tampa, FL  33619 

Cost:  $10 Members, $20 Non-Members, $5 IEEE Student Members  

RSVP:  Online at:    http://time2meet.com/fwcs-meetings/    Send checks to: 
Make checks payable to: IEEE FWCS   Jim Howard, IEEE FWCS Treasurer 
Send checks to:      3133 W. Paris Street 
       Tampa, FL 33614-5964 

Questions: Tom Blair at 813-228-1111, ext 34407 or thblair@tecoenergy.com 

IEEE invites you to a Tour of the TAW Motor Repair Facility in Riverview, Florida.   

Tampa Armature Works Inc. is a family of integrated power solution providers.  TAW has been providing design and 
repair services for electric motors, generators, transformers, pumps, drives, metal clad switchgear, metal enclosed 
switchgear, and all rotating apparatus since 1921.  If it spins, turns, or rotates, chances are TAW has seen it and re-
paired it.   

TAW provides portable generator servicing, custom engineered switchgear, generator packag-
ing, power controls and automation to power distribution equipment, motor repair, and service 
of all kinds of equipment — including wind and nuclear power.   

This will be a great opportunity to discuss with the experts any motor control problems you may 
have had in the past with large motors or drives, as well as see the up-to-date equipment located 
at this TAW facility.  

ITI/GE Instrument Transformer PresentaƟon  
and Plant Tour  

Date:  Friday, December 8th  Time: Presentation begins at 2:30 PM followed by the Tour! 

Cost:  Free for Members, $10 Non-Members and $5 for Students 
Make checks payable to IEEE FWCS and mail a check in advance to IEEE PE/IA Chapter Treasurer:   
Jim Howard 
3133 W Paris Street 
Tampa FL 33614-5964 

Speaker:   Claudio Morejon | Southeast Sales Manager for ITI/GE Instrument Transformers  

Location: GE Plant; 1907 Calumet Street, Clearwater FL 33765 

RSVP:  Online at:  http://time2meet.com/fwcs-pes2/index.html 

   Space limited to the first 45 registrants!!! 

Questions: Steve Antman at 863 701-4170 or steveantman@gmail.com  
 

See next month’s Signal for additional details 

 
 

 

Tampa Armature Works (TAW) Factory Tour 
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Powers and Company, Inc. 

Power Transformer and High Voltage 
Switchgear Experts 

 

Delta Star Power Transformers 
 

Powell DistribuƟon Switchgear 
Unifin Transformer Coolers 
Cardinal Transformer Oil Pumps 
 

Dick Powers 
(813) 282‐3011 
(813) 760‐2556 Mobile 

formerly Leedy Electric East, LLC 

Suncoast Signal AdverƟsing Rates 
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