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PE Corner
Art Nordlinger, PE, Senior Member

Florida Board of Professional Engineers Vacancies

When Governor Ron DeSantis took office two
years ago, one of his early actions was to hold a
“Deregathon”. The Governor’s website describes this
as, “The one-day event held in conjunction with Flori-
da’s Professional Licensing Boards aims to find solu-
tions to harmful regulations facing Floridians to
strengthen the state’s economy.” The Boards were
asked to look at all of their rules and identify any that
could be eliminated or changed to be less prescriptive.
On its face, this sounds like a laudable goal. However,
what has become apparent over the last two years is that
our Governor’s bent to reduce regulatory hurdles in the
state has extended to crippling the State’s regulatory
and licensing boards by not filling vacancies. Addition-
ally, another of Governor DeSantis’ early actions was to
rescind the appointment of all regulatory board mem-
bers appointed by his predecessor that had not been rati-
fied by the legislature.

A few instances of the Governor not filling
board vacancies, including the Florida Communities
Trust and on the South Florida Water Management
board last year created a significant enough problem
that the press brought it into the daylight. However,
there are many other Boards, including the Florida
Board of Professional Engineers, that are suffering from
the Governor’s intentional neglect of the duties of his
office.

In the FBPE’s case, there are currently no board
members serving during their appointed terms; NONE.
Thankfully, the rules allow for Board members to con-
tinue to serve, if they desire to do so, until they are re-
placed and allows a majority of the serving members to
constitute a quorum, so the Board continues to function.

Continued on Page 2
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And thankfully again, five individu-
als continue to serve. Three of these reached the end
of their first term and though they were not reap-
pointed for a second term, they continue to serve
since a replacement has not been named. The two
others were appointed by Governor Scott prior to
the end of his term, but were never ratified by the
legislature. Though Governor DeSantis rescinded
their appointments, they also continue to serve as
well. There are additionally six vacancies that are
unfilled; more than half the Board positions. There
are plenty of applicants for these seats, but the Gov-
ernor has made no appointments.

We owe these individuals a huge debt of
gratitude, not just for their service, but for the fact
that these five are carrying the load for a board that
is typically eleven members. Even more impressive
is that all of the Board’s functions continue without
interruption. And as I’m sure you are aware, all of
these individuals are otherwise employed and serve
as FBPE Board members without compensation.

You may be thinking, how can this be? Why
haven’t individuals, the engineering societies, and
groups from other professions spoken up? Believe
me they have, communicating these concerns to
Governor DeSantis’ and all levels of administration.
However, at least to this point, very few vacancies
have been filled. Clearly the current situation is un-
sustainable but a solution seems, so far, to be out of
reach. If you feel so inclined, bring this to the atten-
tion of your state legislators, the press, or anyone
else who could help our profession with this dire
situation.

Whether you are a PE looking to attain re-
quired CEHs, or an engineer looking to learn some-
thing new or keep current with the latest trends in
the profession, IEEE has seminars that will meet
your needs.
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ROBOFEST

ROBOFEST was founded by IEEE Michi-
gan Member, Dr. CJ Chung, Professor, Founder &
Director and Lawrence Technological University in
Southfield Michigan in 1999. Robofest® is a festi-
val of competitions and events with autonomous
robots that encourages students’ juniors (5-8
grade), seniors (9-12 grade) and college divisions
to have fun while learning principles of Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) and
Computer Science. Students are allowed to use any
robotics kits in the construction of robots and any
programming language to program the robots.

Robofest offers a wide variety of competi-
tion categories: Game, the main event is where
math skills are put to the test; a new mission each
year where students must solve unknown tasks
without adult help within a specific time frame. In
addition to the main game, others participate in var-
ious Robotic Exhibits: Exhibition, Each team has
complete freedom to show off any creative comput-
er programmed robotics R&D project; RoboArts,
robotic Music, Fashion & Dance, Robotic Painting,
and Interactive Kinetic Sculptures; RoboMed, high
School and College teams create intelligent and
interactive medical robotics/device projects; Ro-
boParade, a parade of autonomous robotic floats;
BottleSumo, the first robot to push intentionally a
bottle off the table OR be the last robot remaining
on the table; and etc.

Since 2012 past and current chairs and of-
ficers of RAS have helped the local ROBOFEST
flourish. Locally in Tampa Bay, ROBOFEST is
led by Emma Alaba who for over a decade has en-
couraged students all over Pinellas County and be-
yond to participate. She joined IEEE Florida West
Coast Section’s Robotics and Automation Society
(RAS) Chapter as it was starting in 2010 and living
our motto Do, Learn, and Teach robotics. We are
proud to call Emma a partner in Robotics. She
helps to bring schools and STEM Academies to-
gether to compete in challenging robotics events,
new interesting activities to teach.

Another great personality is former Pinellas
County Schools Secondary Supervisor and Math
Chair, Rose Mack who has been the go-to person to
be the Master of Ceremonies.

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal

Page 3 of 8

IEEE RAS Chair Sean Denny met Rose while
attending the University of Central Florida’s Florida
Engineering Education Conference in 2006.

She invited us to Lakewood High School to
judge the FIRST Robotics Challenge in 2007. This
was the event which directly inspired growing the
FWCS RAS Chapter three years later.

Core volunteers and sponsors since 2009 in the Ala-
ba’s family: Rebecca (passed ’20), Victoria Alaba-
Jean — Nielsen Media (passed *21) and Margaret.

Others in the core of volunteers include Roxan & John
Reznor, Laura Spence (Pinellas STEM Coordinator
for Pinellas County Schools), Juanita Andrews
(recently deceased Pinellas County Teacher), David
Steele (R2D2 builder), Dr. Russell Grieshop (IEEE
Member and Teacher at Middleton High School in
Tampa), William Collins (IEEE Engineer), John Luce
(recently deceased IEEE Engineer), former RAS Chair
Kenneth Fiallos, current RAS Chair Sean Denny, RAS
member Jim Cavanaugh and RAS Vice Chair Michael
Okneski.

Local Mayors namely Clearwater and St. Pete
Beach would come to open the events or close it with
the distribution of trophies. Nielsen Media in Oldsmar
hosting the event up to 2020. Regional competitions
usually take place in March with the Main Game, Ex-
hibition types of events and Art Contests for students
under the legal age of game participation. The RO-
BOFEST Parade was given its own location at the St
Pete Beach Community Center — held just before the
Holidays in early November for several years. In
2015-2016, we hosted the World Robot Olympiad
(WRO) at the Clearwater Library.

The Biggest event was when we hosted the
2017 World Championship in our backyard. Usually
hosted at Lawrence Technological University in Mich-
igan, several hundred international and U.S. students
came to compete. IEEE FWCS was on call to handle
the judging, videography, photography, promotion and
St Pete Beach host the event in collaboration with
Nielsen Media. We have promoted the events on the
RAS Website and the Signal Newsletter.

Although the world has changed with
the Pandemic, the 2021 Robofest will be a Virtual
Online Zoom event over the course of three weekends
April 17-May 1.
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Emma Alaba has posted the fol- Robofest should have the site up for registration soon.
lowing information as a call for volun-  Please read the 2021 Main Page, OFFICIAL SEA-
teers: SON RULES AND RELATED DOCUMENTS: This

We will be having the 2021 Robofest info is located at:

Qualifying Competition ONLINE virtually. www.Robofest.net Get Involved

The goals are to provide opportunity o Robofest 2021 W.armup Competition and Judge
and motivation for students to continue to Training for Game Online Saturday, March 13, 2021
learn STEM, arts, and coding through robot-  1:00pm ~ 4:00pm Online through the Zoom Plat-
ics and to enhance online communication & form.
remote teamwork skills. The dates are: The main purpose for this event is to train judges
April 17th — Exhibition, RoboArts, and for the upcoming season. We encourage Site Hosts and

Robot Drawings Volunteer Game Judges to attend.
April 24th — Game

The students are looking forward to this Online

May I,St - Awa‘rds‘ Ceremony Robofest Competition. Lets make it happen - they need
The Site Host Application has been Processed. us and we are here to HELP!

PES/IAS Joint Chapter in a Minute

Your PE/IAS Chapter would like to announce the new Officers for 2021:

Chair: Claude Pitts claude.pitts@ieee.org
Vice-Chair: Robert DeMelo Robert.demelo@ieee.org
Treasurer: Serge Beauzile serge.beauzile@ieee.org
Secretary:  Ryan Copley r.copley@ieee.org

We express our gratitude and thank you for a job well done by Steve Antman, Past-Chair 2020. Ste-
ve has been and continues to be a valuable active member of the PE/IAS Chapter.

Your PE/IAS Chapter has been co-hosting, with the PE Chapter, SE Wisconsin Section providing
various Seminars ranging from Renewables, Small Modular Reactors, Laws and Rules (Florida, Nuclear
Power in India, Thorium Based Energy and Battery Energy Storage System to name a few. All of these
Seminars have been well attended by both IEEE members and non-IEEE members literally worldwide!
Looking forward Tom Blair will presenting a Symmetrical Components class, 21- April. Keep an eye out on
the Section Calendar as we are planning a Seminar on recent power event in Texas. If you have not taken
the opportunity to join a Seminar, please do. I am sure that you will find the presentations and discussions
very informative and enjoyable. Please contact one of your officers with any comments and or suggestions
on activities or should you wish to take an active part in a presentation.

Regards, Claude Pitts, Chair PES/IAS Chapter,
Florida West Coast Section
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SOCIETY to Practice

Power & Energy Society®

Propane — A low carbon solution for the future

Date: Friday, April 16, 2021
Time: 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM EST
Speaker: Gokul Vishwanathan of the Propane Education & Research Council
Location: Google Meet
Link will be provided to Registrants the day before the meeting.
Cost: There is NO cost for this meeting.
CEH: There are No Continuing Education Hours (CEHs) offered for this meeting.

Registration: https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/263414
Questions: Chuck Hawkins <chuck.hawkins1@gmail.com>

Abstract: The Propane Education & Research Council (PERC) is a nonprofit that provides leading propane
safety and training programs and invests in research and development of new propane-powered technolo-
gies. PERC is operated and funded by the propane industry. PERC programs benefit a variety of markets
including transportation, agriculture, commercial landscaping, residential, and commercial building. PERC
was authorized by the U.S. Congress with the passage of the Propane Education and Research Act (PERA),
signed into law on Oct. 11, 1996. PERC is governed by a 21-member board appointed by the National Pro-
pane Gas Association and the GPA Midstream Association.

Biography: Gokul Vishwanathan serves as the Director of Research and Sustainability at PERC, where he
leads initiatives to grow propane demand through research, technology develop-
ment, and sustainability programs. Before joining PERC, Gokul was a Senior Lead
Engineer at Booz Allen Hamilton and served as a technical advisor for the U.S. De-
partment of Energy’s Advanced Research Projects Agency—Energy (ARPA-E) and
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) Advanced Manufacturing Office
(AMO) for various technologies including combined heat and power, internal com-
bustion engines and hybrid electric vehicles, pumped thermal energy storage, car-
bon capture, and connected and automated vehicles. Before Booz Allen Hamilton,
he spent 3-1/2 years at Cummins Inc. as Technical Specialist and Senior Systems
Integration Engineer, leading diesel engine and after-treatment performance, con-
trols, and advanced calibration development activities. Gokul has a Ph.D. from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, a Master of Science degree from the University of Alabama and Bachelor
of Engineering degree from the University of Pune (India), all in Mechanical Engineering
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Power & Energy Society® SOCIETY to Practice
Symmetrical Components and Fault Locations

Date: Friday, May 21, 2021

Time: Seminar: 9:30AM - 2:00PM

Speaker: Thomas H. Blair, Senior Engineering Fellow, Tampa Electric

Location: Online — meeting invitation will be emailed to attendees prior to seminar —

Please ensure your email is correct on signup page.
Cost: $100 Members, $150 Non-Members, $10 Students
CEH Credits: The level of difficulty of this course is Intermediate.

Four (4) Continuing Education Hours will be awarded.

Be sure to enter your name and PE number on the signup website as it appears on your
license. Florida provider #0003849.

RSVP: Online at: https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/264558
Questions:  Tom Blair at tom_blair@jieee.org

Your local IEEE PES/IAS Chapter is offering this 4-hour seminar on Symmetrical
Components and Fault Calculations

The level of difficulty of this course is Intermediate. The seminar will include:
- Review of Basics
o Phasors, Per-Unit
- Symmetrical Components
o Physical Example of Vector Components
o Application of Symmetrical Components to Three-Phase Power Systems
o Electrical Characteristics of the Sequence Currents
o The Delta-Wye Transformer
- Sequence Networks
o Thevenin Reduction of the Sequence Networks
- Fault Calculations
o Momentary versus Interrupting
o Short-Circuit Faults

Speaker: Tom Blair is a Senior Engineering Fellow with Tampa Electric. He performs electrical system
analysis and uses the results to specify electrical equipment ratings, protective relay settings, and electrical
system arrangement. Tom has also been adjunct professor in the past at the University of South Florida and
has presented courses at the university on topics such as Electrical Machines and Drives, Energy Production
Systems Engineering, and the FE and PE (power) exam preparation course at USF. Mr. Blair is a Senior
Member of IEEE.
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SERVICES, Lic

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING SERVICE
DESIGN/BUILD
INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL
MAINTENANCE & CONSTRUCTION

INSTRUMENTATION & CONTROLS

"ELECTRICAL FAILURE IS NOT AN OPTION"

863-425-2698

www.eesllcfl.com
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Eiwctrie Bast, LLC

ARC FLASH ASSESSMENTS & TRAINING
INFRARED TESTING
ELECTRICAL TESTING SERVICES
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DATE SENSITIVE MATERIAL DO NOT DELAY

Change of address? IEEE Web Contact Update: http://www.ieee.org/membership/coa.html

Or send address changes including your name, IEEE Member number and all pertinent information to:
IEEE, 445 Hoes Lane, P. O. Box 1331, Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331 or call (800) 678-4333

Or Fax your address changes to (732) 562-5445

April 2021 - Calendar of Events (For more information see Page 1 in this Signal)
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 2

6
*EXCOM
Google Meet

11 13 16
*Signal Inputs *Propane - A
Due low carbon...

18 23
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