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Next ExCom Meeting
Tuesday, March 3, 2026
Google Meet

Register with vTools
https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/538173

PE Corner
Art Nordlinger, PE, Life Senior
Member
FBPE and FEMC Update

As previously reported, the last renewal,
which ended last February 28, was a bit rocky
for several reasons. Of the nearly 50,000 engi-
neers who were licensed during the last cycle,
about 3.000 didn’t renew. And of that 3,000
about 2,500 didn’t even attempt to do so. Put-
ting that together with the requirement to re-
port continuing education and upload certifi-
cates, I’ll let you draw your own conclusions
as to why as many as 5 percent didn’t even try
to renew. The other 500 or so tried to renew but
failed in some way. Given the lack of user
friendliness (in my opinion) of the Florida De-
partment of Business and Professional Regula-
tion’s licensing system, many of those 500 may
not even be aware that their license didn’t re-
new. There are a number of reasons that this
could have occurred, including that the engi-
neer’s license information didn’t match up
with a Laws and Rules record uploaded by an
approved provider, failure to complete the re-
quired acknowledgements, and others. As a re-
sult, the Florida Board of Professional Engi-
neers suggests that all engineers sign on to

MyFloridaLicense

and confirm that their license is current with a
renewal date of February 28, 2027.
Continued on Page 2
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PE Corner - Cont’d from Page 1

Both the Florida Board of Professional
Engineers and the Florida Engineers Manage-
ment Corporation Board appointed new
chairs and vice chairs. The Florida Board of
Professional Engineers elected James Gonza-
lez as its chair for 2026 and Brock Shrader,
PE, as its vice chair. The Florida Engineers
Management Corporation elected Dr. Mark
Tumeo, PE, as its chair and Michael Lessne
as its vice chair.

The FBPE Board has begun holding
some of its meetings virtually. The April 8
meeting will be held exclusively via zoom.
This is an opportunity for you to attend a
meeting from the comfort of your ... (wher-
ever). If you are interested in attending, you
need to contact the Board office and let them
know so that they will let you into the meet-
ing. The schedule for this meeting, and others
for 2026, may be found on the FBPE website.
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Welcome!

IEEE Florida West
Coast Section

1 I

SEES!

EXPLORER FEST| i =gy

Location: 25

Number of Tables: 2

TOUCH-A-TRUCK WATER FESTIVAL

STEM EXPLORER FESTIVAL EVENT
January 17, 2026

LARGO CENTRAL PARK
Article by Sean Denny (STEM Champion/RAS Chair),

Dr John Grant (IEEE Member),

Anzhelika & Liam Kurnikova (IEEE Student Member) and

Emma Alaba (Robofest Chair and RAS Photographer)

After bestowing the title of STEM
Ambassador, the IEEE elevated my ap-
pointment as STEM Champion. The Flor-
ida West Coast Section Executive Commit-
tee (EXCOM) members supported my ef-
forts and posted in the Signal Newsletter. I
did the first Energy Event on September 1,
2022 at St Pete College Clearwater Cam-
pus. Through the power of communication,
it caught the attention of Dr. Catherine Mul-
lins, Pinellas County Schools STEM Direc-
tor for the Second event: STEM Explorer
Fest at Largo Central Park on January 2023
through 2025. We returned for STEM Ex-
plorer Fest on January 17, 2026.

We announced it through V-Tools
and the Signal Newsletter to invite those
who wished to participate.

Kayla Allemang and Anzhelika Kur-
nikova made arrangements to bring the
IEEE tablecloth.

[ arrived at 8 am to the Largo Cultural
Center. I checked in and greeted Dr. Cath-
erine Mullins at the Performing Arts Por-
tico. Five tables and seven chairs were
ready for us. I laid out extra back issues of
IEEE Spectrum Magazine.

The STEM Explorer Fest ran from
10am to 2pm. I shared the IEEE Booth with
Retired Robofest Chair Emma Alaba,
Roxanne Reznor, and Tina Bunch who vol-
unteered during the festival. Emma Alaba
invited our young guests to draw a robot.
She distributed left-over 2017 World Cham-
pionship Robofest shirts and Mascot Lapel
Pins.
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Dr. John Grant, and his grandson,
Ethan Smith, did UV Light demonstrations
with multi-color pipe cleaners and UV-Sen-
sitive beads, allowing the children to make
their own UV-detector bracelets. Dr. Grant
wrote: Thanks for all your help and support,
Sean. Everyone had a blast!

The SunCoast Signal

Vol. 72, No. 3, Mar. 2026

I talked about why the IEEE is the
biggest Professional International Organi-
zation, why we support computer network-
ing standards and STEM education through
the TryEngineering.org Website.

Regards, John
Powered by IEEE k@\% Teachers
TRY Engineering
;'l { “«,’-\-‘- N

;::z:::; for Your 9

Regardless of whether or not a Stu-

dent, Teacher, or Parent stopped by our
booth, I was able to explain the advantages
of searching the newly improved TryEngi-
neering.com Website. [ remember there
were about 20 lesson plans in 2005 includ-
ing Ohm’s Law, Motor Controllers, and
Building Robot Arms, now there are a cou-
ple thousand. Volunteers can subscribe to
get email updates and post their surveys or
events. The Florida West Coast Section and

Students: Explore
Engineering

SUBSCRIBE

Region 3 have accomplished a lot for
STEM. We collectively recruited for the
FWCS & Robofest while doing TryEngi-
neering demonstrations promoting Science
Technology Engineering and Mathematics
for Tampa Bay Education.

Dr. Mullins stated how TryEngineer-
ing.org is her “Go To” #1 Resource for
STEM related activities.

Dr Catherine Mullins:
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Thank you so for your efforts in supporting  Hopefully, next year will go more smoothly

our STEM Fest this year! You are really go-
ing above and beyond, and I'm so impressed
that you are so dedicated to IEEE.

for everyone!

Thanks,
Cathie Mullins

USF students Anzhelika & Liam
Kurnikova arrived with the IEEE Table-
cloth. I talked about why the IEEE is the
biggest Professional International Organi-
zation, why we support computer network-
ing and local schools. Liam said, “It is
great to get every generation involved in

STEM.

about the IEEE. Students would go by each

booth participating in the demonstrations.
A police helicopter landed in the

> A lot of people came by to learn

northeast parking lot. We packed up to

leave at 2pm.

We got a SAVE THE DATE Postcard next year’s event is January 16, 2027;
therefore, we had a delightful time and were invited back.

STEM

Champ¥on

I.ﬁ%’

f ‘AD\ ’\NL LD

acarsilo
Honeywell

This made the day worth our efforts.

Sean P Denny
venner20@ieee.org
IEEE Senior Member

Teacher In Service, R3 Florida West Coast Section
Chair/Secretary, IEEE FWCS Robotics and Automation
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Coast Section

for contributing your time to make
STEM Explorer Fest 2026 a great day for
kids of all ages!

O G EE
by = i i -y
= e S ~
=N
1 hy
A o]
{

EXPLORER_‘ FEST

oo0

TOUCH-A-TRUCKWATER FESTIVAL

| IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal Page 6 of 13 https://r3.icee.org/fwc/ ||




IEEE FWCS

@ﬁss

Power & Energy Society®

The SunCoast Signal

<©IEEE

Florida West
Coast Section

Vol. 72, No. 3, Mar. 2026

TEEE INDUSTRY ®
APPLICATIONS
SOCIETY

| Key Insights to Career Management

Date: Friday March 6, 2026

Time: 11:00 — 12:30 pm

Speakers: John D. McDonald P.E. Founder & CEO of JDM Associates, LLC

CEH Credits: None

Cost: Members: $20, Non-members: $40, Students: Free

RSVP: Register at https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/533377

Location: University of South Florida, Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR)
Room 102m 3808 USF Alumni Drive, Tampa, FL 33620

Questions: Ron Ambrosio, Ron.ambrosio@ieee.org; Kayla Allemang, kallemang@ieee.org;

Suhib Abu Romaneh, sal8@usfedu.mail.onmicrosoft.com

Abstract: This talk is designed to discuss managing
your career. There are 12 important things to keep
in mind when living and managing your career to
achieve your goals. These will be explained and ex-
plored with examples and photographs based on
my 49 years as an engineer, manager and executive
managing people’s careers, and 52 years as an
IEEE member (IEEE Life Fellow) and IEEE-HKN
member. Your career is your career, and under-
standing your priorities (which can change) and
your company’s objectives can help you have a re-
warding and fulfilling career.

John D. McDonald P.E. Founder & CEO of JDM
Associates, LLC. John has 49 years of experience
in the electric utility transmission and distribution
industry. John received his B.S.E.E. and M.S.E.E.
(Power Engineering) degrees from Purdue Univer-
sity, and an M.B.A. (Finance) degree from the Uni-
versity of California-Berkeley.

John is a Life Fellow of IEEE (member for 52
years), member of IEEE-HKN (inducted 52 years
ago) and Tau Beta Pi (inducted 50 years ago),
member of the Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity, and was
awarded the IEEE Millennium Medal, the IEEE
Power & Energy Society (PES) Excellence in
Power Distribution Engineering Award, the IEEE
PES Substations Committee Distinguished Service
Award, the IEEE PES Meritorious Service Award,
the 2016 CIGRE Distinguished Member Award,
the 2016 CIGRE USNC Attwood Associate
Award, the 2021 CIGRE Honorary Member
Award and the Smart Energy Consumer Collabo-
rative (SECC) Lifetime Achievement Award.

Continued on Page 11
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IRISS Safety Manufacturing Tour

Date: March 27, 2026

Time: 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Location: 10306 Technology Terrace, Bradenton, FL 34211

Cost: $20 Members/$50 Non-Members/$10 Student & Life Members

CEH Ceredits: None

RSVP: Online at: https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/535096
***Seats are limited to 20 attendees***

Questions: Kayla Allemang - Kallemang@ieee.org

Regan Sink — Rsink@jieee.org

Richard Beatie — R.beatie@ieee.org

Hermann Amaya - hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org

IRISS Factory Seminar — Bradenton, FL

Join us for an in-depth technical seminar
hosted at the IRISS manufacturing facility in
Bradenton, Florida — the global headquarters for
one of the industry’s leading innovators in electri-
cal asset reliability and condition-based monitoring
solutions.

This seminar offers a rare, Dbe-
hind-the-scenes look at how IRISS designs and
builds its infrared inspection windows, ultrasound
sensors, and electrical maintenance safety devices.
Attendees will tour the production floor, meet the
engineering team, and see firsthand how IRISS

products are manufactured, tested, and quality-ver-
ified.

The session includes expert-led presentations
on:
o Infrared thermography best practices
o Partial discharge detection and condi-
tion-based monitoring
e FElectrical safety compliance and NFPA
70E considerations
e Real-world case studies on preventing
arc flash incidents and equipment fail-
ures
e How to integrate IRISS technology into
predictive maintenance programs

Participants will walk away with practical
knowledge, hands-on experience, and a deeper un-
derstanding of how advanced inspection technolo-
gies can improve reliability, reduce downtime, and
enhance electrical safety.

The Bradenton facility provides an ideal setting —
modern, interactive, and designed to showcase
IRISS’s commitment to innovation and safety.
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Information Security, Cryptography and Cryptanalysis

| Information Security, Cryptography and Cryptanalysis |

Date: Thursday, April 23, 2026

Time: 6:00 pm — 7:30 pm

Location: Virtual — Link will be provided

Speaker: Michael Mayor, MSE, PE; Independent Consultant

CEH Credits: One (1)

Cost: Free for IEEE members, $25 for Non-Members
$25 for a CEH Certificate

RSVP: Online at: https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/540148

Questions: Michael Mayor; michael.mayor@ieee.org

Abstract: The 21st Century has seen an explosion
in the use of Digital Data where data containing
personal identity, financial information, medical
records, corporate business strategy and technical
data as well as national defense data is stored and
retrieved in digital form and transmitted over wire-
line and wireless communications links.

Data Collection activities that were once
the province of States targeting other Countries are
now conducted by States, Private and Criminal Or-
ganizations (and even Private Individuals) target-
ing all sources of private data.

Starting with key concept definitions, pro-
ceeding through a brief historical background, the
presentation gives a survey of overall Information
and Communications Systems Security, historical
encryption methods and algorithms, data sanitiza-
tion methods, recovery of erased data, wireline and
wireless communications security, low signature
RF Systems and future encryption trends and solu-
tions like Artificial Intelligence and Quantum

Cryptography.

Biography: Michael Mayor is an Independent
Consultant providing Systems Engineering Ser-
vices to the Aerospace and Defense Industries in

the areas of Secure Information Systems and Se-
cure Communication Networks.

Formerly, he was Vice President / Chief
Scientist, Advanced Technology Research, in the
Aerospace / Communications Division of ITT De-
fense Electronics. He conducted Research of Ad-
vanced Systems Engineering and Technologies for
Secure Communications, Signals Intelligence and
Emitter Geolocation Systems for Terrestrial, Air-
borne and Spaceborne Systems and their Subsys-
tems. These included: Radio Frequency Transceiv-
ers, Software Defined and Cognitive Radio Sys-
tems, Digital Receivers and Digital Signal Pro-
cessing algorithms.

He authored six patents in Spread Spectrum Com-
munications and Digital Instrumentation. He re-
ceived the ITT Defense & Electronics Engineered
for Life Award, for his technical contributions in
Communications, Geolocation and Microelectron-
ics. He is an IEEE Life Senior Member and holds
a Master of Science in Engineering (MSE) from
the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences
at the University of Pennsylvania. He is a Li-
censed Professional Engineer (PE) in the State of
VA, and a member of the National Society of Pro-
fessional Engineers (NSPE).
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Lignell Awards: Outstanding Teacher Recognition Program

For some years now the IEEE Florida West Coast Section (FWCS) has sponsored the
Lignell Award Outstanding Teacher Recognition Program to recognize and honor outstand-
ing contributions by Public High School teachers to pre-college education in Mathematics
and/or Science pre-college education in Charlotte, Citrus, DeSoto, Hardee, Hernando,
Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, and Sarasota Counties.

Eric S. Ciccocioppo is a math teacher at Steinbrenner High
School. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Mathematics
from Rhodes College in 2001. Eric earned his teaching certificate
from Robert Morris University in 2004 and began teaching high
school mathematics at Perry Traditional Academy in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. After moving to Florida in 2007 and working at var-
1ous schools, Eric found his home at Steinbrenner in 2019. Over
the last 21 years of his teaching career, Eric has taught everything
from Algebra 1A to AP Calculus AB as well as AP Computer Sci-
ence Principles. Over the years, he has consistently taught Geom-
etry and Algebra 2 which is what he currently teaches.

Sergio Luya is a mathematics teacher and department leader at
Leto High School who brings passion, rigor, and heart to every
classroom. After beginning his career in civil engineering, Sergio
realized his true purpose was in education, shaping young minds
and expanding opportunity through mathematics. He teaches
across all levels, from AP Calculus and AP Statistics to students in
remedial Algebra who entered his classroom believing they were
not good at math and had never seen themselves as capable of suc-
cess, leaving with a renewed sense of confidence. Known for hold-
ing students to high expectations while offering unwavering sup-
port, Sergio believes every student is capable of excellence. His greatest fulfillment comes
from helping students see themselves as confident problem solvers.
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Student Activities Chair: Ron Ambrosio, ron.ambrosio@ieee.org

Colby Bradford colby.bradford @ieee.org

This February, we at the Florida Poly IEEE are in
overdrive to prepare for Southeast Con. Our teams
are practicing hard to try and take home a win in
the many Student Competitions!

University of South Florida Chairs
Student Branch - Joshua Basso, bassoj@usf.edu
CS - Anzhelika Kurnikova, akurnikova@usf.edu

EDS - Luis Quevedo, lquevedo@jieee.org

MTT - Fineus Reilly, freilly@usf.edu

PES - Suhib Abu Romaneh sal8@usf.edu

HKN - Roberto Montero, roberto.montero@ieee.org

preparation for Southeast Con, they are holding
practice sessions for our Circuits Competition team
to sharpen their skills in electronics and Arduino.

C.S.- The IEEE Florida Poly Computer Society
branch is getting technical with a machine learning
workshop series! They are also hosting a Rasp-

Florida Polytechnic University Chairs
Student Branch - Colby Bradford, colby.bradford@ieee.org
CS - Cyler Gabel, cgabel3645@floridapoly.edu

PES - Will Carroll, wcarroll4993@floridapoly.edu

RAS - Sahil Talwalkar, tsahil@outlook.com

HKN - Jacob Brescia, jbrescia4902@floridapoly.edu

HKN- IEEE HKN Mu Omega has scheduled two
highway cleanups for the spring semester, Febru-
ary 21st and March 28th. HKN Mu Omega has
been hosting Fundamentals of Engineering Exam
workshops and hosts them every Thursday for the
forseeable future. Students are able to study to-
gether all topics found on the FE Exam, with sup-
port from HKN Mu Omega Members.

-Jacob Brescia, IEEE Florida Poly HKN Chair

R.A.S.- This month we have been focusing on get-
ting the southeast con robot ready in the electrical
and programming side. Hardware is completely fi-
nalized besides mounting electronics. We also
have plans for future events for outreach and guest

speaker events. Stay tuned!
-Sahil Talwalker, IEEE Florida Poly RAS
Chair

P.E.S.- Our PES is working hard this month! They
are hosting a Valentine’s Day themed soldering
workshop the week of February 9™ and are also
planning a board game night for March. In

berry Pi workshop series, to help beginners and re-
inforce knowledge for many senior students cur-
rently working on Capstone projects.

The IEEE Florida Poly Student branch is col-
laborating with the Florida Poly Makerspace, to
give a lesson and open lab hours on how to use the
electronic lab equipment. We will be helping stu-
dents understand how to safely use and operate os-
cilloscopes, power supplies, function generators,
multimeters, and soldering irons! We are also col-
laborating with Florida Poly’s amazing Society of
Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE) Student
Branch to host our annual Let’s Get This Bread-
board Valentine’s Day-themed breadboarding
workshop. The Symposium Committee will be
meeting soon to start the planning of our Engineer-
ing and Science Student Research Symposium in
late Spring 2026! Be sure to be checking vTools
throughout Spring for the event, and come see what
mind-blowing research the Phoenixes of FL Poly
have been up to!
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ection - Upcoming Events Summary

Date / Time Organization Description
Title / Contact
Wed. Mar. 4,2026 |PES/IAS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/533377 P

Career Management

USF Center for Urban Transportaton, Room 102m

Ron Ambrosio

ron.ambrosio@ieee.org

Fri. Mar. 27, 2026 PES/IAS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/535096 P
IRISS Safety Manufact. 10306 Technology Terrace, Bradenton, FL 34211
Kayla Allemang kallemang@jieee.org

Thu. Apr. 23,2026 |AESS/IMS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/535096 \
Information Security michael. mayor@ieee.org
Michael Mayor

*Attendance: V: Virtual --- P: In Person --- V & P: Virtual and In Person

Cont’d from Page 7 — Key Insights to Career Management

John is Past President of the IEEE PES, the VP for
Technical Activities for the US National Commit-
tee (USNC) of CIGRE, the Past Chair of the IEEE
PES Substations Committee, the IEEE Division
VII Past Director, and a member of the National
Academy of Engineering. John was on the Board
of Governors of the IEEE-SA (Standards Associa-
tion), is an IEEE Foundation Director and Chair of
its 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee and is
a Founding Board Member of the SECC.

John received the 2009 Purdue University Out-
standing Electrical and Computer Engineer Award
and the 2023 Purdue University Distinguished En-
gineering Alumni Award. John teaches Smart Grid
courses at the Georgia Institute of Technology and
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, and
Smart Grid courses for various IEEE PES local
chapters as an IEEE PES Distinguished Lecturer
(since 1999). John has published one hundred fifty
papers and articles, has co-authored five books and

has one US patent.

Florida West Coast Section - SunCoast SIGNAL Advertising Rates

Contact:

Michael Mayor

michael.mayor@ieee.org

1 Month

6 Months 12 Months

Member | Non-Member | Member | Non-Member
$250 $450 $350 $450
$350 $550 $650 $750
$550 $750 $950 $1,250
$750 $950 $1,250 $1,450

Size Member | Non-Member
1/4 Page $50 $75
1/2 Page $75 $100
3/4 Page $125 $150
Full Page $150 $200
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IEEE Florida VEEE FWCS
West P. O. Box 65

Coast Section Bradenton,
(FWCS) FL 34206

February 2026 - Calendar of Events (For more information see "Inside the SunCoast Signal”" — Page 1)

Tue Thu Fri
3 5 6
*FWCS ExCom *FWCS CS *Career Manag.
—Page 1 Month. Meet. USF - CUTR
—Page 11 —Page 7
10 12 13

*Signal Inputs Due
End of Day

16

26 27
*IRIS Safety *PES/IAS
Tour ExCom
—Page 8 —Page 11

The SunCoast SIGNAL is Electronically distributed monthly to all Active Members
of the Florida West Coast Section (FWCS) of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers Inc. (IEEE). The opinions expressed as well as the technical accuracy of]
authors, advertisers or speakers published in this Newsletter are those of the individual
authors, advertisers or speakers. Therefore, no endorsement by the IEEE, its officers or
its members is made or implied.

SunCoast Signal, Copyright 2024 Contact: michael.mayor@ieee.org
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