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Next ExCom Meeting 
Tuesday, April 7, 2026 

Google Meet 
Register with vTools 

https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/546993 

PE Corner 
Art Nordlinger, PE, Life Senior Member 

International Education Requirements for 
Licensure 

In our increasingly international soci-
ety, it is common that an engineer who earned 
their engineering degree outside of the United 
States will apply for licensure. As their course 
of study is neither EAC/ABET nor 
ETAC/ABET accredited, their path to licen-
sure is covered by section 61G15‐20.007 or -
20.008 FAC. These applicants must have their 
college curriculum and transcript evaluated by 
either NCEES or Josef Silney & Associates, a 
consulting firm that specializes in these evalu-
ations. This evaluation will determine whether 
the applicant’s course of study is equivalent to 
that required for ABET accreditation and iden-
tify any deficiencies if they exist. 

Some applicants are denied licensure 
by the FBPE education review committee be-
cause the evaluation by one of the entities 
above often finds that their college course of 
study, while adequate in terms of engineering 
courses, lacks sufficient courses in college 
level mathematics, basic sciences or general 
education. Some of these applicants appear be-
fore the Board to discuss their denial and at-
tempt to convince the Board that their educa-
tion does, in fact, meet the requirements. 
Though these appeals are often interesting to 
listen to, they rarely result in the Board chang-
ing their view as the Board relies on the evalu-
ations as noted above.     Continued on Page 2 
 

https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/229568
https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/546993
https://r3.ieee.org/fwc/newsletter-archive/
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IEEE FWCS ExCom Members 

 
CHAIR: Michael Mayor, michael.mayor@ieee.org 
VICE CHAIR: Andrew Seely, andrew.seely@ieee.org  
SECRETARY: Chung Seop Jeong, PhD, 
   jeong@ieee.org   
TREASURER: Anne Ferrando-Klemet,  
   anneklemet@ieee.org 
SIGNAL EDITOR: Michael Mayor, 
   michael.mayor@ieee.org, 
AWARDS & BYLAWS: Richard Beatie, PE,     
    r.beatie@ieee.org 
MEMBERSHIP:  Raghavan Lakshmana 
    raghavankl@ieee.org 
TEACHER IN-SERVICE: Sean Denny,   
   Venner20@ieee.org, 
AESS/IMS Aerospace & Electronic Systems /    
   Instrumentation  & Measurement, Chair 
   Michael Mayor, Michael.mayor@ieee.org 
CS Computer Society,  Chair: Antra Malhotra,  
   antra.malhotra@ieee.org 
   Vice Chair: Harvendra Singh, harvendra.singh@ieee.org 
EMBS Engineering in Medicine & Biology Chapter: 
    Thomas Carey, poketomtomx2@gmail.com 
PES/IAS Power & Energy/Industry Applications Joint Chap-
ter: Chair, Kayla Allemang, kallemang@ieee.org  
RAS Robotics & Automation Chapter Chair 
   Sean Denny, venner20@ieee.org. 
SP/COMM Signal Processing / Communications and  
    Blockchain Group, Chair, Michael Ramalho, PhD,    
    mar42@cornell.edu 
WIE Women in Engineering Affinity Group: 
    Chair, Diana Aristizabal, dianaaristizabal@ieee.org 
LIFE MEMBER Affinity Group: Vacant 
PAC Chair Dr. Jim Anderson. jim.anderson@ieee.org  
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS: Aedan P. Casey,    
   aedan.p.casey@ieee.org 
CONSULTANTS NETWORK: Hermann Amaya,  
    hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org  
CONFERENCES and ELECTIONS: Leandro Maciel,  
    Leandro.maciel@ieee.org 
INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT:  Gowtham Chilakapati 
   gowthamchila@gmail.com  
SENIOR MEMBER COMMITTEE: Hermann  
   Amaya, hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES: Chair, Ron Ambrosio 
   Ron.ambrosio@ieee.org - Student members appear in the 
   STUDENT ACTIVITIES page of this Newsletter 
WEB MASTER: TJ Ross, a.j.ross@ieee.org 

PE Corner – Cont’d from Page 1 
The applicant whose college course 

of study is found to be lacking has several 
choices to rectify the deficiency. One is to 
simply take the college credit hours that they 
are short and resubmit their application. In 
some cases, the applicant is able to “clep” the 
course; that is, essentially take to course final 
exam to show mastery of the subject matter. 

Recent changes to these rules change 
the hours accepted and also expands the list 
of providers of eligible college exams. The 
changes are: (prior text referenced omitted): 

(2) Credit By Examination and Col-
lege Courses. 

(a) Deficiencies in Mathematics and 
Basic Sciences and/or General Education 
required by paragraphs (1)(a) and (1)(b), 
above, may be satisfied by passage of an ex-
amination identified on the “Articulation 
Coordinating Committee Credit-By-Exami-
nation Equivalencies” (Rev 09/2022) list in-
corporated by reference in State Board of 
Education paragraph 6A-10.024(8)(a), 
F.A.C., and which may be obtained 
at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/refer-
ence.asp?No=Ref-15005. 

1. Credit will only be given for exams 
in courses that meet the requirements of par-
agraph (1)(a) or (1)(b), above. 

2. For credit to be given, the appli-
cant shall achieve a passing score as identi-
fied on the list. 

3. Three (3) credit hours shall be 
granted for each exam, unless the applicant 
provides evidence that a college or univer-
sity with an EAC/ABET-accredited engi-
neering program will grant more credit. 

(b) College- or university-level 
courses can also be taken to satisfy deficien-
cies. Credit shall not be given for a college 
or university course or credit-by-examina-
tion exam if credit in a similar course or 
exam has already been earned. 

These changes should help clarify the 
steps that the applicant needs to take to rectify 
identified educational deficiencies and obtain 
their license. 

 

 

 
 

mailto:hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org
mailto:Ron.ambrosio@ieee.org
https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15005
https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15005
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I attended the 2026 Tampa Bay Engineers 
Week Banquet on Thursday, February 26, 2026.  
We returned to the Bryan Glazer Family Jewish 
Community Center.  I arrived early at 4:30pm to 
attend the pre-dinner networking.  I greeted the 
guests while enjoying the food, drink, and engi-
neering vendors during the pre-dinner networking 
in the ante-room lobby.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Welcomed each Lignell Teacher, IEEE Mem-
bers, and School Officials.  I interviewed the 
Lignell Teachers Sergio Luya and Eric Cicco-
cioppo with Hillsborough Math Supervisor Gail 
Stewart.  RoboFest Chair Emma Alaba attended at 
my request and helped take photographs at the din-
ner.  After 6:30pm, we were invited into the ball-
room for the Banquet.   

  

  

Tampa Bay Engineers Week Banquet 
Held on Thursday, February 26 at the Shana and Bryan Glazer JCC 

Article by Sean Denny 
Photos by Sean Denny & Emma Alaba  
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David Schmidt took the position of Master of 
Ceremonies to announce the theme “Transform 
Your Future” and calling everyone to take a seat.  
Eight Engineering Organizations worked together 
to organize the 46th Engineers Banquet.   

 
The students from five Engineering Organiza-

tions won Student Engineer Awards first.  IEEE 
Student was Anzhelika Kurnikova from USF. 
 

The Keynote Speaker: John “Jay” Rogers, Jr 
spoke about his career at 3D Printing furniture, 
cars, and boats.  He owns a local factory using ro-
bots to construct. 

 
Mr. Schmidt announced the Lignell winners in-

dividually as I photographed them on the stage. 
The committee under the leadership of Carissa 

Gudenkauf and Michelle Navar chose two 

Hillsborough County teachers for the Lignell 
Award this year which included: Sergio Luya (Leto 
High School) and Eric Ciccocioppo (Steinbrenner 
High School Math).  Hillsborough County Schools 
Math Supervisor Dr. Gail Stewart volunteered to 
present the Lignell A

 
Antra Malhotra was our IEEE Engineer of the 

Year.  The committee took a bow and had a group 
picture on the stage before going home.   

 

 

 
Banquet Chair Carissa Gudenkauf exclaimed,  
 
“What an amazing evening of recognition, com-

munity and inspiring messages.  We all rose to the 
occasion for our local societies.  
Cheers and Congratulations!” 
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At last week's Tampa Bay Engineers Week Banquet, the IEEE Computer Society was one of the stars 
of the show! IEEE Computer Society of the Florida West Coast chair Antra Malhotra was awarded 
IEEE Engineer of the Year and IEEE Computer Society Student Branch Chapter at USF president 
Anzhelika Kurnikova was awarded IEEE Student Engineer of the Year. Mr. Michael A. Mayor, 
MSE, PE, chair of the IEEE Florida West Coast Section and I (vice chair of FWCS and VP of 
Computer Society MGA) were proud as can be of our award winners! 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ieee-computer-society/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ieee-computer-society-of-the-florida-west-coast/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/antra-malhotra-455b608/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ieee-cs-at-usf/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anzhelika-kurnikova/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mr-michael-a-mayor-mse-pe-b52a9930/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mr-michael-a-mayor-mse-pe-b52a9930/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ieee-florida-west-coast-section/
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Dr. Levi Thompson, Dean of College of Engineering at USF Presenting Student Awards 
Students: Anzhelika Kurnikova, Juliana Grubb, Elizabeth Crawshaw, Ayla Julien-Vinuela 
 

 
Speaker on the Stage  
 
 
 
 
 

Speaker: John “Jay” Rogers, Jr 
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Tampa Bay Engineers Week Banquet - Award Recipients 
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Lignell Awards 
Outstanding Teacher Recognition Program 

 
For some years now the IEEE Florida West 

Coast Section (FWCS) has sponsored the Lignell 
Award Outstanding Teacher Recognition Program 
to recognize and honor outstanding contributions 
by Public High School teachers to pre-college 

education in Mathematics and/or Science pre-col-
lege education in Charlotte, Citrus, DeSoto, 
Hardee, Hernando, Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, 
Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, and Sarasota Counties. 

 
Eric S. Ciccocioppo is a math teacher at Steinbren-

ner High School. He 
received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 
Mathematics from 
Rhodes College in 
2001. Eric earned his 
teaching certificate 
from Robert Morris 
University in 2004 and 
began teaching high 
school mathematics at 
Perry Traditional 

Academy in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. After mov-
ing to Florida in 2007 and working at various 
schools, Eric found his home at Steinbrenner in 
2019. Over the last 21 years of his teaching career, 
Eric has taught everything from Algebra 1A to AP 
Calculus AB as well as AP Computer Science Prin-
ciples. Over the years, he has consistently taught 
Geometry and Algebra 2 which is what he cur-
rently teaches. 

 
 
 
Sergio Luya is a mathematics teacher and depart-

ment leader at Leto 
High School who 
brings passion, rigor, 
and heart to every class-
room. After beginning 
his career in civil engi-
neering, Sergio realized 
his true purpose was in 
education, shaping 
young minds and ex-
panding opportunity 

through mathematics. He teaches across all levels, 
from AP Calculus and AP Statistics to students in 
remedial Algebra who entered his classroom be-
lieving they were not good at math and had never 
seen themselves as capable of success, leaving with 
a renewed sense of confidence. Known for holding 
students to high expectations while offering unwa-
vering support, Sergio believes every student is ca-
pable of excellence. His greatest fulfillment comes 
from helping students see themselves as confident 
problem solvers. 
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Date:  April 1-3, 2026 (Wednesday – Friday) 
Location:  Hilton Tampa Downtown - 211 North Tampa Street, Tampa, FL 33602, 
US CEH Credits: Provided for select sessions 
Registration: https://ieeerepc.org/ 
Cost: Rates increase on March 1st – Register today! 
IEEE Student/IAS Student/Life Member $375.00 
 Student (Non-Member) $425.00 
 IEEE/IAS Member  $850.00 
 Non-Member   $970.00 
 Companion/Guest  $400.00 
 
Questions: Brian Lassiter, Conference Chairperson - brian.las-
siter@milsoft.com Kayla Allemang - Kallemang@ieee.org, 
Regan Sink – rjsink@ieee.org 
 
Join Engineers, Utility Leaders, and Industry 
Experts to exchange practical insights and explore 
solutions that shape the future of rural electric 
power. 
The conference offers peer-driven learning, mean-
ing-ful connections, and real-world applications 
designed to strengthen reliability, resilience, and 
innovation across every system. 
  

The IEEE Rural Electric Power Conference 
(REPC) advances reliable and innovative electric 
power solutions for rural and municipal systems 
across America. As a trusted forum for engineers, 
operators, manufacturers, and educators, REPC 
emphasizes practical applications, field-proven 
tech-niques, and peer learning that drive results in 
reliability, maintainability, and safety. 

 
  

  

https://ieeerepc.org/
mailto:brian.lassiter@milsoft.com
mailto:brian.lassiter@milsoft.com
mailto:Kallemang@ieee.org
mailto:rjsink@ieee.org
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Date:  April 17, 2026 
Time:   9:00AM – 1:30PM (EST/EDT) 
Speaker:  Ryan Alkire – GE Vernova 
Location:  GE Vernova - ITI Clearwater Factory - 1925 Calumet St, Clearwater, FL 33765 

Cost: $20 Members/$50 Non-Members/$10 Student & Life Members 
CEH Credits: Two (2) CEHs 
RSVP:  Online at: https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/521344 
***Seats are limited to attendees***  
Questions:   Kayla Allemang - Kallemang@ieee.org 

   Regan Sink – Rsink@ieee.org 
Richard Beatie – R.beatie@ieee.org 
Hermann Amaya - hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org 

 
The IEEE Florida West Coast Section Power & En-
ergy Society/Industry Applications Society (PES/ 
IAS), in partnership with GE Vernova / ITI, invites 
you to an exclusive tour of the Clearwater Instru-
ment Transformer Facility. This facility is GE Ver-
nova’s primary manufacturing site for instrument 
transform-ers rated below 69 kV, producing over 
500,000 dry-type transformers annually for utility 
and industrial applications. This event will feature 
two key compo-nents: 
Classroom Session (2 hours): 

Gain a deeper understanding of instrument trans-
formers, including what sets them apart, their vari-
ous types, applications, and how to interpret name-
plate data. The session will also explore their role 
in the industry’s future and include an introduction 
to ca-pacitors. 
Factory Tour (1.5 hours): 

Experience a guided walk-through of the factory 
floor, observing key processes such as component 
production, core manufacturing, transformer wind-
ing, casting, and final testing. As a special addition, 
the tour will include a brief visit to the capacitor 
pro-duction area, located in the same facility. 

A complimentary lunch will be provided following 
the tour. 
Participants are required to wear safety 
shoes and safety glasses. The facility does 
have safety shoe covers available, but sup-
plies are limited, please include during reg-
istration if you will need a shoe cover + shoe 
size. Hearing protection will be provided at 
the necessary locations. Additional infor-
mation regarding parking and other instruc-
tions will be provided ahead of the event via 
email to those registered. 

Ryan Alkire is a Senior Engineering Man-
ager for GE Vernova. In this role, he manages 
a team of engineers whose key responsibili-
ties are designing, maintaining existing de-
signs, and supporting produc-tion for the in-
strument transformers manufactured in Clear-
water. Prior to his current role, Ryan obtained 
his Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engi-
neering from the University of South Florida 
and holds a Master of Science in Engineering 
Management from USF. Ryan has been an 
IEEE member for over 10 years. 

  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e39c22a40294ec62JmltdHM9MTcwNzE3NzYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wNzczYTVkYS01ZGFmLTYwZDQtMWYyNy1iNTUzNTlhZjY2OWMmaW5zaWQ9NTQ5OA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0773a5da-5daf-60d4-1f27-b55359af669c&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5r
https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/521344
mailto:Kallemang@ieee.org
mailto:Rsink@ieee.org
mailto:R.beatie@ieee.org
mailto:hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org
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Date:  Thursday, April 23, 2026  
Time:  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm   
Location:  Virtual – Link will be provided 
Speaker: Michael Mayor, MSE, PE; Independent Consultant  
CEH Credits: One (1) 
Cost:  Free for IEEE members, $25 for Non-Members 
  $25 for a CEH Certificate 
RSVP: Online at: https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/540148 
Questions: Michael Mayor; michael.mayor@ieee.org   
 
Abstract: The 21st Century has seen an explosion 
in the use of Digital Data where data containing 
personal identity, financial information, medical 
records, corporate business strategy and technical 
data as well as national defense data is stored and 
retrieved in digital form and transmitted over wire-
line and wireless communications links. 

 
Data Collection activities that were once 

the province of States targeting other Countries are 
now conducted by States, Private and Criminal Or-
ganizations (and even Private Individuals) target-
ing all sources of private data. 

 
Starting with key concept definitions, pro-

ceeding through a brief historical background, the 
presentation gives a survey of overall Information 
and Communications Systems Security, historical 
encryption methods and algorithms, data sanitiza-
tion methods, recovery of erased data, wireline and 
wireless communications security, low signature 
RF Systems and future encryption trends and solu-
tions like Artificial Intelligence and Quantum 
Cryptography. 
 
Biography: Michael Mayor is an Independent 
Consultant providing Systems Engineering Ser-
vices to the Aerospace and Defense Industries in 

the areas of Secure Information Systems and Se-
cure Communication Networks. 

Formerly, he was Vice President / Chief 
Scientist, Advanced Technology Research, in the 
Aerospace / Communications Division of ITT De-
fense Electronics. He conducted Research of Ad-
vanced Systems Engineering and Technologies for 
Secure Communications, Signals Intelligence and 
Emitter Geolocation Systems for Terrestrial, Air-
borne and Spaceborne Systems and their Subsys-
tems. These included: Radio Frequency Transceiv-
ers, Software Defined and Cognitive Radio Sys-
tems, Digital Receivers and Digital Signal Pro-
cessing algorithms. 

He authored six patents in Spread Spectrum 
Communications and Digital Instrumentation. He 
received the ITT Defense & Electronics Engi-
neered for Life Award, for his technical contribu-
tions in Communications, Geolocation and Micro-
electronics. He is an IEEE Life Senior Member and 
holds a Master of Science in Engineering (MSE) 
from the School of Engineering and Applied Sci-
ences at the University of Pennsylvania. He is a Li-
censed Professional Engineer (PE) in the State of 
VA, and a member of the National Society of Pro-
fessional Engineers (NSPE). 
  

 

Information Security, Cryptography and Cryptanalysis

IEEE Aerospace and
Electronics

Systems Society
Florida West

Coast Section

https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/540148
mailto:michael.mayor@ieee.org
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Date:  Friday July 31, 2026 
Time:  12:00PM – 1:30PM (EST/EDT) 
Speaker:   AJ Khazami & Steve Antman, 

Sigma C Power Services GM & Application Engineer 
Location: Virtual: Google Meet – Link to be sent to registrants prior to event 
Cost:  Free 
CEH Credits One (1) CEH  
RSVP: Online at: https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/543133 
Questions: Steve Antman - steveantman@ieee.org   
 
This seminar provides a comprehensive look at low 
voltage circuit breaker testing requirements out-
lined in NFPA 70B – Standard for Electrical 
Equipment Maintenance, with a focus on how 
proper testing improves reliability, safety, and 
compliance. Attendees will gain a clear under-
standing of why circuit breaker testing is essential, 
what NFPA 70B mandates, and how to apply best 
practices in the field. The session includes a live 
demonstration comparing primary current injection 
and secondary current injection, allowing partici-
pants to see the strengths, limitations, and practical 
applications of each method. 
This Webinar is best suited for electrical engineers, 
maintenance and reliability professionals, field 
testing technicians, and facility or plant electrical 
supervisors responsible for implementing NFPA 
70B-compliant maintenance programs.  
 
Key Takeaways - Participants will leave with: 
• A clear understanding of NFPA 70B low volt-

age circuit breaker testing requirements 
• Knowledge of how to apply primary and sec-

ondary injections correctly 
• Practical insights from live demonstrations 
• Tools to improve electrical reliability and re-

duce unplanned outages 
• Confidence in building or improving a compli-

ant maintenance program 

Steve Antman is an experienced Account Man-
ager at Sigma C Power Services, bringing in over 
three decades of expertise in commercial and in-
dustrial power applications. His career began in the 
U.S. Army as a Signal soldier, supporting 82nd 
Airborne communications. After earning a Bache-
lor of Science in Computer Engineering from the 
University of South Florida, he transitioned into 
application engineering. Throughout his career, 
Steve has specialized in low and medium voltage 
upgrades, maintenance strategies, Arc Flash as-
sessments, and breaker repair & replacement ser-
vices. He works closely with clients to address 
switchgear needs, develop upgrade paths, and ex-
plore life extension alternatives. His knowledge 
spans NFPA 70E/70B, NEC, OSHA compliance, 
and predictive maintenance, helping organizations 
optimize their maintenance plans and integrate ad-
vanced test equipment strategies for improved reli-
ability and safety. 
 
AJ Khazami is the General Manager of Sigma C 
Power Services' Florida Regional Operations, 
bringing over 25 years of experience in sales, ser-
vice, and project management within the power in-
dustry. A seasoned organizational leader, AJ has a 
strong background in client management, utility 
sales, and the execution of complex, multimillion-
dollar projects.                    Continued on Page 13 

Florida West
Coast Section

Applying NFPA 70B: Low Voltage Circuit Breaker Testing 

https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/543133
mailto:steveantman@ieee.org
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Florida West Coast Section - 2026 Volunteer Kick-Off 
 

The Florida West Coast Computer Society recently 
hosted its member meet-and-greet and received 
very positive feedback from attendees. As a result, 
we have launched four activity workstreams to help 
drive engagement and participation within the 
group. Planned initiatives include workshops, 
coaching opportunities, hackathons, and summit 
events.  
 
The kickoff session also provided an opportunity 
to reflect on our 2025 progress and align our 

professional community around priorities and ac-
tivities for 2026. 
 
Members interested in volunteering and contrib-
uting to one of the workstreams are encouraged to 
complete the volunteer interest form at the link pro-
vided - https://forms.gle/5NyxamBs5MAKcwLa6 
For additional information, please reach out to us 
at fwccs@ieee.org 
 

 
Monthly Webinar Update 

 
We also delivered our monthly webinar, presented 
by Daniel Stauffer, Sr. Enterprise Architect at 
Jabil, on Platform Engineering and DevOps as a 
service.  Given the complexity of software 

development, the introduction of AI, and agentic 
AI, this was timely content.  Please review our 
website for more details. 

 
https://r3.ieee.org/fwc/chapters/comp/ 

 
 

 
Applying NFPA 70B - Cont’d from Page 12 

 
A seasoned organizational leader, AJ has a 

strong background in client management, utility 
sales, and the execution of complex, multimillion-
dollar projects. Prior to joining Sigma C, he held 
leadership roles including Proposal Manager, Ac-
count Executive, and Executive Director at several 
field service and engineering firms. 

 
 

AJ studied Management Information Systems at 
Hillsborough Community College and the Univer-
sity of South Florida. He has been married for 21 
years and is a father of two. 

Florida West
Coast Section

Chapter News – Computer Society

https://forms.gle/5NyxamBs5MAKcwLa6
https://r3.ieee.org/fwc/chapters/comp/
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Antra Malhotra   Harvendra Singh    Andrew Seely 
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STEM CONSTRUCTION EXPO EVENT 
March 10, 2025  

St. Petersburg College Campus 
Douglas L. Jamerson, Jr. Midtown Center, 
1300 22nd St. S. St. Petersburg, FL 33712 

 

After bestowing the title of STEM 
Ambassador, the IEEE elevated my ap-
pointment as STEM Champion.  The Flor-
ida West Coast Section Executive Commit-
tee (EXCOM) members supported my ef-
forts and posted in the Signal Newsletter.  I 
had already participated in STEM Explorer 
Fest on January 17, 2026.  I worked with 
DJuan Fox, Associate Dean of Students 
from St Pete College to arrange IEEE Flor-
ida West Coast Section’s involvement.   

We announced it through V-Tools 
and the Signal Newsletter to invite those 
who wished to participate.  Emma and I ar-
rived at the school by 9am to setup in Room 
332. 

 

We chose the lesson plan “Popsicle 
Bridge Construction” on TryEngineer-
ing.org.  SPC provided popsicle-sticks and 
glue guns.   

Emma brought an electronic scale.  A 
class of 18 students arrived from a local 
Middle School for a 45-minute activity at 
9:30am.  After our brief introduction, we 
asked students to read a paragraph describ-
ing the types of Bridges: Arch, Beam, Ca-
ble, Cantilever, Suspension, and Truss.  The 
students were challenged to design and 
build bridges to withstand the weight of a 
small water bottle.   

After 20 minutes, each group had the 
opportunity to defend their object with the 
following questions: 

 
1) Did you succeed in creating a bridge 

that held the required weight for a full 
minute? If not, why did it fail? 

 

2) Did you decide to revise your original 
design while in the construction phase? 
Why? 

Continued on Page 16 
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STEM Construction – Cont’d from Page 15 
 
3) How many popsicle sticks did you end 

up using? Did this number differ from 
your plan? If so, what changed? 

 
4) What was the average aesthetic score 

for your bridge?  How did this compare 
to the rest of the class?  What design el-
ements of other bridges did you like the 
best? 

 
5) Do you think that engineers have to 

adapt their original plans during the 
construction of systems or products? 
Why might they? 

 

6) If you had to do it all over again, how 
would your planned design change? 
Why? 

 
7) What designs or methods did you see 

other teams try that you thought 
worked well? 

 
8) Do you think you would have been able 

to complete this project easier if you 
were working alone?  Explain… 

 
9) What sort of trade-offs do you think en-

gineers make between functionality, 
safety, and aesthetics when building a 
real bridge? 

 

The students did exceptionally well.  
Overall, most students commented they 
wished for more time and described what 
kind of modifications they would have done 

to improve their bridges.  The students had 
a lot of fun and took their creations with 
them.

      
 

 

The Students had fun with the pro-
ject and I did my best to involve as many 
as possible.  Age was ideal and the number 
of students assigned by the school.  I asked 

the 

five questions after each team came up to 
describe how they came up with their 
model.  I was able to follow along and in-
spire the students within the time allotted.

 
Emma emailed, “You are Welcome Sean; It was a great day.” 
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Colby Bradford colby.bradford@ieee.org 
 
This February, we at the Florida Poly IEEE are in 
overdrive to prepare for Southeast Con. Our teams 
are practicing hard to try and take home a win in 
the many Student Competitions! 
 
HKN- IEEE HKN Mu Omega has scheduled two 
highway cleanups for the spring semester, Febru-
ary 21st and March 28th. HKN Mu Omega has 
been hosting Fundamentals of Engineering Exam 
workshops and hosts them every Thursday for the 
forseeable future. Students are able to study to-
gether all topics found on the FE Exam, with sup-
port from HKN Mu Omega Members. 
-Jacob Brescia, IEEE Florida Poly HKN Chair 

 
R.A.S.- This month we have been focusing on get-
ting the southeast con robot ready in the electrical 
and programming side. Hardware is completely fi-
nalized besides mounting electronics. We also 
have plans for future events for outreach and guest 
speaker events. Stay tuned! 

-Sahil Talwalker, IEEE Florida Poly RAS 
Chair 

 
P.E.S.- Our PES is working hard this month! They 
are hosting a Valentine’s Day themed soldering 
workshop the week of February 9th and are also 
planning a board game night for March. In 

preparation for Southeast Con, they are holding 
practice sessions for our Circuits Competition team 
to sharpen their skills in electronics and Arduino.  
 
C.S.- The IEEE Florida Poly Computer Society 
branch is getting technical with a machine learning 
workshop series! They are also hosting a Rasp-
berry Pi workshop series, to help beginners and re-
inforce knowledge for many senior students cur-
rently working on Capstone projects. 
 
The IEEE Florida Poly Student branch is col-
laborating with the Florida Poly Makerspace, to 
give a lesson and open lab hours on how to use the 
electronic lab equipment. We will be helping stu-
dents understand how to safely use and operate os-
cilloscopes, power supplies, function generators, 
multimeters, and soldering irons! We are also col-
laborating with Florida Poly’s amazing Society of 
Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE) Student 
Branch to host our annual Let’s Get This Bread-
board Valentine’s Day-themed breadboarding 
workshop. The Symposium Committee will be 
meeting soon to start the planning of our Engineer-
ing and Science Student Research Symposium in 
late Spring 2026! Be sure to be checking vTools 
throughout Spring for the event, and come see what 
mind-blowing research the Phoenixes of FL Poly 
have been up to! 
 

   

Florida West
Coast Section

Student Activities Chair: Ron Ambrosio, ron.ambrosio@ieee.org

University of South Florida Chairs
Student Branch - Joshua Basso, bassoj@usf.edu
CS - Anzhelika Kurnikova, akurnikova@usf.edu
EDS - Luis Quevedo, lquevedo@ieee.org
MTT - Fineus Reilly, freilly@usf.edu
PES - Suhib Abu Romaneh sa18@usf.edu
HKN - Roberto Montero, roberto.montero@ieee.org

Florida Polytechnic University Chairs
Student Branch - Colby Bradford, colby.bradford@ieee.org
CS - Cyler Gabel, cgabel3645@floridapoly.edu
PES - Will Carroll, wcarroll4993@floridapoly.edu
RAS - Sahil Talwalkar, tsahil@outlook.com
HKN - Jacob Brescia, jbrescia4902@floridapoly.edu

mailto:colby.bradford@ieee.org
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IEEE Computer Society at USF has been hard at 
work during the first 8 weeks of the Spring 2026 
semester with 9 events and 9 tablings. Take a look 
at an overview of 7 of those events from this se-
mester thus far. 
 

 
1. Spring 2026 General Body Meeting with 90+ 
Attendees 
The semester began with the General Body Meet-
ing, where we continued to see high attendance. 
Attendees learned about IEEE, IEEE-CS, and what 
IEEE-CS at USF does. Andrew Seely, the IEEE 
FWCS Vice-Chair, and Antra Malhotra, the IEEE-
CS FWCS Chair, attended as guests and discussed 
IEEE and IEEE-CS FWCS, as well. The meeting 
wrapped up with a GBM recap Kahoot, where the 
top 5 winners received IEEE-CS merch as prizes, 
including notebooks, pens, magnets, and more. 
 

 
2. JP Morgan Chase Software Engineer Q&A 
Panel with 61+ Attendees 
The first professional panel of the semester kicked 
off strongly with a panel of software engineers 
from the JP Morgan Chase here in the Tampa Bay 
area. All four panelists were recent graduates from 

USF and were able to easily connect with current 
students. After the Q&A, students spoke with the 
panelists for over an hour, connecting 1-on-1 on 
more specific topics. 

3. Student-Led Professionalism Crash Course 
with 56+ Attendees 
In a collaboration with the USF Bellini College of 
AI, Cybersecurity, and Computing, we hosted a 
dual-talk crash course on professional communica-
tion and resume creation. Led by two well-re-
garded computing students at USF, Sofia 
Mitsuyuki and Sanaan Wani, the talk featured in-
sights from those who’ve been through it and know 
all the tips and tricks. There was even a live resume 
critique of 3 resumes in front of everyone! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. PC Part Buying Talk with 36+ Attendees  
The first tech lead talk of the semester focused on 
how to choose PC parts and navigate the current 
consumer PC component environment. Hosted by 
Boburjon Usmonov, now a graduate Computer 
Science student at USF, the talk discussed all the 
choices you make when building a PC. 

IEEE Computer Society at the 
University of South Florida (USF) 
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This includes the case, CPU and GPU, memory, 
cooling, and more. Bob closed out by showcasing 
pcpartpicker.com, which allows you to research 
components and build a theoretical PC. 
 

 
5. Docker 101 Talk with 60+ Attendees 
The second tech lead talk was held by Caio Bahlis, 
a junior Computer Science student at USF, on a ba-
sics crash course of Docker. Designed to even be 
understood by a very beginner, Caio explained 
what Docker was and how to run it, as well as 
demonstrated live how to use a container for soft-
ware production to use CI/CD to deploy real soft-
ware applications. 
 

 

6. Leetcode Competitive Programming Competi-
tion with 51+ Attendees 
Co-hosted with the USF Engineering Council, we 
held a competitive programming Leetcode compe-
tition. Competitors were tasked to solve an easy, 
medium, and hard problem in 1.5 hours, following 
the rules of common competitive programming 
competitions. Top 3 competitors won a speaker, 
keyboard, and mouse, while the next top 7 compet-
itors won an IEEE-CS merch prize of their choos-
ing. 
 

 
7. Kahoot Trivia Night with 59+ Attendees 
The week before USF had its Spring Break, we 
held 5 different Kahoot trivia competitions. Top 5 
winners of each kahoot got to pick from new, ex-
clusive global IEEE-CS merch, including many 
80th Anniversary branded items like socks and 
notebooks. The night was tense yet fun, and many 
attendees went home with cool prizes. 
 
We want to thank our 20 executive board members 
and all attendees for the strong first half of the se-
mester! Our combined attendance of those 7 events 
was 413 people, showing higher numbers than last 
year! Stay tuned for the next month's Signal entry 
to hear about our March events, Spring 2026 Se-
mester Tablings, as well as our trip to visit Hills-
borough Community College! 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://pcpartpicker.com/
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A*
Date / Time Organization

Title / Contact
Description

Fri. Mar. 27, 2026 PES/IAS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/535096 P
11:00 am - 1:00 pm IRISS Safety Manufact. 10306 Technology Terrace, Bradenton, FL 34211

Kayla Allemang kallemang@ieee.org
Wed. - Fri. Apr. 1-3 PES/IAS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/535096 P
11:00 am - 1:00 pm IEEE Rural Electric Power 

Conference
Hilton Tampa Downtown
211 North Tampa Street, Tampa, FL 33602

Kayla Allemang kallemang@ieee.org
Thu. Apr. 10, 2026 USF College of Engineering https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/533378 P
09:00 am - 5:00 pm USF - 4220 E Fowler Ave, Tampa, FL 33620,
Fri. Apr. 11, 2026 USF College of Engineering https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/533378 P
09:00 am - 5:00 pm USF - 4220 E Fowler Ave, Tampa, FL 33620,
Fri. Apr. 17, 2026 PES/IAS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/521344 P
09:00 am - 1:30 pm GE Vernova Tour ITI Clearwater Factory, 1925 Calumet St., Clearwater FL 33765

Kayla Allemang kallemang@ieee.org
Sat. Apr. 18, 2026 Florida Poly https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/539449 P
09:00 am - 5:00 pm Engineering Symposium

Thu. Apr. 23, 2026 AESS/IMS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/535096 V
06:00 pm - 7:30 pm Information Security michael.mayor@ieee.org 

Michael Mayor
Fri. Apr. 17, 2026 PES/IAS  https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/531554 V
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm ExCom Meeting

Kayla Allemang kallemang@ieee.org
*Attendance: V: Virtual --- P: In Person --- V & P: Virtual and In Person

Year 2026 - Florida West Coast Section - Upcoming Events Summary

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Florida West Coast Section - SunCoast SIGNAL Advertising Rates
Contact: Michael Mayor michael.mayor@ieee.org

1 Month 6 Months 12 Months
Size Member Non-Member Member Non-Member Member Non-Member

1/4 Page $50 $75 $250 $450 $350 $450
1/2 Page $75 $100 $350 $550 $650 $750
3/4 Page $125 $150 $550 $750 $950 $1,250
Full Page $150 $200 $750 $950 $1,250 $1,450
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P. O. Box 65
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April 2026 - Calendar of Events (For more information see "Inside the SunCoast Signal" → Page 1)
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4
*Rural Electric
  Power Conf.
  →Page 9

*Rural Electric
  Power Conf.
  →Page 9

*Rural Electric
  Power Conf.
  →Page 9

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
*FWCS ExCom
  →Page 1

*USF Engineering
  Expo 2026
  →Page 19

*USF Engineering
  Expo 2026
  →Page 19

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
*Signal Inputs Due
  End of Day 

*GE Vernova
  Facility Tour
  →Page 10

*Florida Poly
  Symposium
  →Page 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
*Info. Security,
  Cryptography
  →Page 11

26 27 28 29 30

The SunCoast SIGNAL is Electronically distributed monthly to all Active Members
of the Florida West Coast Section (FWCS) of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers Inc. (IEEE). The opinions expressed as well as the technical accuracy of
authors, advertisers or speakers published in this Newsletter are those of the individual
authors, advertisers or speakers. Therefore, no endorsement by the IEEE, its officers or
its members is made or implied.
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