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PE Corner
By Kayla Allemang, PE

Don’t Wait Until February:
What Florida PEs Need to Know About the
2025-2027 Renewal Cycle

License renewal season is fast ap-
proaching for Florida’s Professional Engi-
neers, and this cycle brings a reporting re-
quirement that is still relatively new. The re-
newal window opens in November 2026 and
closes at midnight on February 28, 2027 — but
given the added steps as of the last renewal cy-
cle, the best advice is straightforward: start
now.

KEY DATES — 2025-2027
RENEWAL CYCLE

CE hours eligible: March 1, 2025 and later
(only courses taken on or after this date count)
Renewal portal opens: November 2026
Renewal deadline: February 28, 2027 (mid-
night)

CE provider reporting deadline:
Midnight, February 28, 2027

Reminder: Proof of CE Is Mandatory
For most of Florida’s PE renewal history, li-
censees simply attested to completing their
continuing education hours when renewing
online. The Florida Board of Professional En-
gineers (FBPE) then randomly audited a por-
tion of engineers afterward.
Continued on Page 2
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CHAIR: Michael Mayor, michael.mayor@jieee.org

VICE CHAIR: Andrew Seely, andrew.seely@ieee.org

SECRETARY: Chung Seop Jeong, PhD,
jeong@ieee.org

TREASURER: Anne Ferrando-Klemet,
anneklemet@jieee.org

SIGNAL EDITOR: Michael Mayor,
michael.mayor@jieee.org,

AWARDS & BYLAWS: Richard Beatie, PE,
r.beatie@ieee.org

MEMBERSHIP: Raghavan Lakshmana
raghavankl@ieee.org

TEACHER IN-SERVICE: Sean Denny,
Venner20@ieee.org,

AESS/IMS Aerospace & Electronic Systems /
Instrumentation & Measurement, Chair
Michael Mayor, Michael.mayor@ieee.org

CS Computer Society, Chair: Antra Malhotra,
antra.malhotra@jieee.org
Vice Chair: Harvendra Singh, harvendra.singh@ieee.org

EMBS Engineering in Medicine & Biology Chapter:
Thomas Carey, poketomtomx2@gmail.com

PES/IAS Power & Energy/Industry Applications Joint Chap-

ter: Chair, Kayla Allemang, kallemang@jieee.org

RAS Robotics & Automation Chapter Chair
Sean Denny, venner20@ieee.org.

SP/COMM Signal Processing / Communications and
Blockchain Group, Chair, Michael Ramalho, PhD,
mar42@cornell.edu

WIE Women in Engineering Affinity Group:

Chair, Yukti Lnu, yukti.goyal88@gmail.com
Vice Chair, Mrunal Gangrade, mrunalgangrade@gmail.com
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PAC Chair Dr. Jim Anderson. jim.anderson@ieee.org
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aedan.p.casey@ieee.org

CONSULTANTS NETWORK: Hermann Amaya,
hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org

CONFERENCES and ELECTIONS: Leandro Maciel,
Leandro.maciel@jieee.org

INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT: Gowtham Chilakapati
gowthamchila@gmail.com

SENIOR MEMBER COMMITTEE: Hermann

Amaya, hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org

STUDENT ACTIVITIES: Chair, Ron Ambrosio
Ron.ambrosio@ieee.org - Student members appear in the
STUDENT ACTIVITIES page of this Newsletter

WEB MASTER: TJ Ross, a.j.ross@ieee.org
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PE Corner — Cont’d from Page 1
That system worked — until it didn’t.

After two consecutive renewal cycles in
which too many engineers failed the audit,
the rules were changed to require reporting.
Beginning with the 2023-2025 renewal pe-
riod, all PEs must now actively report doc-
umentation of their CE completions. This is
no longer a spot-check system; proof is re-
quired for everyone.

What the 18 Hours Must Include
The 2025-2027 cycle requires the same 18
Professional Development Hours (PDH) as
prior cycles, but the breakdown matters:

* 1 hour — Florida Laws & Rules, from

a Board-approved provider (this is the

only course your provider will report di-

rectly to FBPE)

* 1 hour — Professional ethics, from a

Board-approved provider

* 4 hours — Area of practice
* 12 hours — Any topic pertinent to en-
gineering
Only courses taken on or after March 1,
2025, are eligible for this cycle. Hours
earned before that date do not count, re-
gardless of when your license expires.
How to Report: The NCEES CPC
Tracking System

The 17 hours beyond the Laws &
Rules course must be self-reported by each
PE through the free NCEES Continuing
Professional Competency (CPC) Tracking
system. Do not mail or email CE documen-
tation to FBPE. The NCEES system is the
only accepted reporting path for these
hours. If you sat for the PE exam through
NCEES or created an NCEES Record ac-
count after October 2010, you already have
an account — just log in and add CPC
Tracking. Step-by-step setup instructions
are available on the FBPE website at
fbpe.org. The Advanced Building Code
course, if required for your practice, must still
be reported separately and directly to FBPE by

emailing your certificate to:

cedesk@fbpe.org.

Continued on Page 3
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ACTION STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TODAY

¢ Verify your DBPR account: Log in at
myfloridalicense.com and confirm your PE li-
cense is linked and your contact information is
current.

¢ Set up NCEES CPC Tracking: Create or log
into your free account at ncees.org and acti-
vate CPC Tracking if you haven’t already.

¢ Audit your CE certificates: Gather certifi-
cates for courses taken since March 1, 2025,
and begin uploading them to your NCEES ac-
count. Ensure there is a description of the
course on the certificate

¢ Plan remaining hours: Identify any gaps in
your 18 hours and schedule courses now, be-
fore the November renewal window opens.

¢ Complete Laws & Rules early: Confirm the
1-hour Laws & Rules course from a Board ap-
proved provider is on your schedule — provider
reporting for this course must be complete by
midnight, February 28, 2027

[From the National Society of Professional Engineers (NFPA) Website]
The Birth of Engineer Licensure in the U.S.

In the United States, engineering licensure was
born in Wyoming, just as the Wild West was grow-
ing a bit less wild. Its father was Clarence Johnston.

In 1903, Johnston accepted the position of Wyo-
ming state engineer. Almost immediately, he was
confronted by unruliness fueled by greedy prospec-
tors and developers rushing to gain water rights for
irrigation that required maps outlining area
streams, canals, and reservoirs to be used for irri-
gation.

The First Licensure Laws

In 1907, the Wyoming Legislature was presented
with a bill, written by Johnston and several col-
leagues, requiring registration for those who would
represent themselves to the public as an engineer
or land surveyor and creating a state board of ex-
aminers for the profession. Despite opposition
from those who benefitted from the lack of stand-
ards, the state legislature approved the bill, which
was signed into law later that year.

Johnston soon realized that many untrained and un-
qualified individuals were performing the work of
engineers and surveyors, and resultant inaccuracies
made it difficult for Johnson and his staff to super-
vise the state’s water distribution. They decided
that there needed to be legislation regulating who
would be able to represent themselves to the public
as an “engineer” or “land surveyor.” Johnston
found himself in the unlikely position of founding
a licensed profession.

The following year, Louisiana passed an engineer-
ing registration law, followed by Florida and Illi-
nois in 1915. Soon after that, Iowa, Colorado,
Michigan, Idaho, Nevada, and Oregon passed leg-
islation requiring registration and establishing state
boards of examiners for engineering. Momentum
was building.

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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Applying NFPA 70B: Low Voltage Circuit Breaker Testing |

Date: Friday July 31, 2026

Time: 12:00PM — 1:30PM (EST/EDT)

Speaker: AJ Khazami & Steve Antman,
Sigma C Power Services GM & Appli-
cation Engineer

Location: Virtual: Google Meet — Link to
be sent to registrants prior to event

This seminar provides a comprehensive
look at low voltage circuit breaker testing require-
ments outlined in NFPA 70B — Standard for Elec-
trical Equipment Maintenance, with a focus on
how proper testing improves reliability, safety, and
compliance. Attendees will gain a clear under-
standing of why circuit breaker testing is essential,
what NFPA 70B mandates, and how to apply best
practices in the field. The session includes a live
demonstration comparing primary current injection
and secondary current injection, allowing partici-
pants to see the strengths, limitations, and practical
applications of each method.

This Webinar is best suited for electrical engineers,
maintenance and reliability professionals, field
testing technicians, and facility or plant electrical
supervisors responsible for implementing NFPA
70B-compliant maintenance programs.
Key Takeaways - Participants will leave with:
e A clear understanding of NFPA 70B low volt-
age circuit breaker testing requirements
o Knowledge of how to apply primary and sec-
ondary injections correctly
e Practical insights from live demonstrations
e Tools to improve electrical reliability and re-
duce unplanned outages
 Confidence in building or improving a compli-
ant maintenance program
Steve Antman is an experienced Account Man-
ager at Sigma C Power Services, bringing in over
three decades of expertise in commercial and in-
dustrial power applications.

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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Cost: Free

CEH Credits One (1) CEH

RSVP:Online at:

https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/543133

Questions:  Steve Antman
steveantman@jieee.org

His career began in the U.S. Army as a Signal sol-
dier, supporting 82nd Airborne communications.
After earning a Bachelor of Science in Computer
Engineering from the University of South Florida,
he transitioned into application engineering.
Throughout his career, Steve has specialized in low
and medium voltage upgrades, maintenance strate-
gies, Arc Flash assessments, and breaker repair &
replacement services. He works closely with cli-
ents to address switchgear needs, develop upgrade
paths, and explore life extension alternatives. His
knowledge spans NFPA 70E/70B, NEC, OSHA
compliance, and predictive maintenance, helping
organizations optimize their maintenance plans
and integrate advanced test equipment strategies
for improved reliability and safety.

AJ Khazami is the General Manager of Sigma C
Power Services' Florida Regional Operations,
bringing over 25 years of experience in sales, ser-
vice, and project management within the power in-
dustry. A seasoned organizational leader, AJ has a
strong background in client management, utility
sales, and the execution of complex, multimillion-
dollar projects. Prior to joining Sigma C, he held
leadership roles including Proposal Manager, Ac-
count Executive, and Executive Director at several
field service and engineering firms. AJ studied
Management Information Systems at Hillsborough
Community College and the University of South
Florida. He has been married for 21 years and is a
father of two.
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Engineering & Science Student Research Symposium
April 18, 2026
Lakeland Polytechnic College Campus

IEEE Florida West Coast Section Ro-
botics and Automation Society (RAS) Chap-
ter was invited by students from Lakeland
Polytechnic University to participate in
their 2 Annual Engineering & Science Stu-
dent Research Symposium (ESSRS) on April
18, 2026. Barrett Werner & Sean Denny ar-
rived at Lakeland Polytech Campus. We met
our host, Student Chair Colby Bradford who
organized the conference. He said, “The con-
ference gives students a chance to present
their research and demonstrate their technical
and academic prowess.”

Colby emailed his gratitude,

“Thank you guys so much for com-
ing! I was so glad you guys got to be there.”

Thank you,
Colby

The Symposium opened with intro-
ductions from Colby Bradford and College
President Doctor Devin Stephenson, AKA
Phoenix One. Barrett and I went next on be-
half of IEEE Florida West Coast and gave a
review of the local RAS Chapter’s History
from 2010 to the present. We gave a hint of
future plans iviting Polytech to join our ac-
tivities. The new Student RAS Chair, An-
drew Blackwelder introduced himself during
lunch. Student Presentations started after
lunch proposing their thesis. After 2pm, the
Welding Lab and the Computer Society Gam-
ing Tournament ran simultaneously.

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal Page 5 of 12 https://r3.iece.org/fwc/
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IEEE Computer Society Student Branch Chapter at the University of
South Florida (USF). Late March through early April marked a
dvnamic period of collaboration

IEEE Computer Society Student
Branch Chapter at the University

of South Florida.

Late April through early March was a time of final
events, awards, and transition to the next year’s ex-

o |

ecutive board!

1. During April, we received 4 Awards.

At the 2026 College of Engineering Banquet, we
took the most awards out of all engineering organ-
izations at USF (3).

In particular, “Highest Community Impact”,
“Best Social Media Engagement Award”, and
“Best Photograph Award”. That continues our
last year’s strike of taking the most awards as well!

We are the winners of this year's “Outstanding
Chapter Award 2025” for Student Chapters,
out of all IEEE-CS student branch chapters
worldwide, by the IEEE-CS Membership and
Geographic Activities! It was a record number of
applicants for the award. Check it out here. After
losing it in 2024, our board worked extremely hard
to achieve it this year!

2. Embarc Collective Startup Hub Tour
with 31 attendees.

We took USF students on a free tour of the
#1 start-up hub in North America, according to the
UBI group. We provided free transport for every-
one in need of it.

The visit began with an introduction to Em-
barc’s mission and its partnership with USF. Stu-
dents learned how this connection is creating new
pathways for internships, project work, and
full-time roles in the startup community. The group
also heard from a founder who shared what
day-to-day life looks like as an entrepreneur and
what it takes to build something from the ground
up. Lastly, attendees explored the building.

3. 3D Modeling for 3D printing Workshop

with 80 attendees.

The workshop highlighted how the campus 3D
printers can be used to model and print custom pro-
jects, starting with everyone’s favorite theme: cats.
Led by Tech Lead Nadia Korostyleva (M.S. & B.S.
Biomedical Engineering), attendees learned the
fundamentals of SolidWorks and other CAD plat-
forms through a guided, step-by-step walkthrough.
Students from all majors followed along on their
laptops and left with their own 3D models ready for
printing right here on campus.

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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4. Our core board elections 2026-2027:

Chair - Elan Berezovskiy, Vice-Chair - Egor
Kharitonov, Treasurer - Kimberly Bahena, Secre-
tary (Outreach) - Adelina Albert, Webmaster -
Elmar Sabitov. Additional positions: Tech Leads
(Nadezhda Korostyleva, Leonardo Henriques,

Caio Bahlis), Marketing Chair - Cesar Calderon,
Marketing Vice-Chair - Laura Schneider. More ex-
ecutive board members will be
throughout May and June.

determined

5. Thank you to our 2025-2026 Academic Year
board members and volunteers: Anzhelika Kur-
nikova, Elan Berezovskiy, Zarina Zatildayeva,
Egor Kharitonov, Cesar Calderon, Paulette
Saucedo, Eljay Cuaresma, Doung (Eric) Mai, Kim-
berly Bahena, Leonardo Henriques, Rodrigo
Molero, Laura Schneider, Bernardo Beligolli, Ade-
lina Albert, Amber Nguyen, Boburjon Usmonov,
Akmal Kurbanov, Caio Bahlis, Sebastian Pulgar,
Nadia Korostyleva, Sara Perez-Soto, Nguyen Phuc
Trab (Tran), and Liam Osman.

6. The IEEE-CS USF x IEEE CS Florida

West Coast Section Mentorship Program.

It connects USF students of all majors interested in
computing with industry professionals for a struc-
tured mentorship experience during Spring 2026.

The program is built around three 30-minute online
coffee chats across three months. Its goal is to help
students learn more about the tech industry, profes-
sional development, career paths, and real-world
expectations.

We are grateful to more than 60 IEEE-CS Profes-
sional Members who volunteered as mentors
from the Florida West Coast Section and through-
out the world to support students and contribute to
the local community.

Currently, the program is in its second of three
waves of mentorship calls! Reviews from students
include: “It was a really great session, and I had a
lot of great insights about the field I want to pursue.
The mentor was very insightful and knowledgea-
ble.”

Read more about the program
here.

working hard on planning the upcoming TechX
Florida 2026, which will happen in Fall 2026. Stay
tuned for more updates here.

In the 2025-2026 Academic year, our events and
meetings gathered a record-breaking 3930 at-
tendees!

As usual, stay tuned for more events, recaps, and
programs on our social media or website.

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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Welcome to the Florida West Coast Section!

Florida Gulf Coast University
IEEFE Student Branch at FGCU
Whitaker College of Engineering, Fort Myers, FL

Approved on April 20, 2026, the FGCU IEEE Stu-
dent Branch is thrilled to be one of the newest ad-
ditions to the Florida West Coast Section. Based at
the U.A. Whitaker College of Engineering and
guided by Faculty Advisor Dr. Md Baharul Islam,
our goal is to share knowledge and spark a passion
for electrical, computer, and software engineering.
We're dedicated to helping FGCU students grow
professionally and build real-world technical skills.

What We Do and Recent Achievements

We are shaping the engineers of tomorrow by host-
ing dynamic tech events, professional networking
opportunities, and hands-on projects. Our branch
currently has 19 active members, and we are al-
ready out there competing.

In April 2026, IEEE student members
Chair Adil Zaben, Secretary Sean Peppers, and
Katharine Ringo teamed up with FGCU student
Jeremy Goldberg to take first place at the Project
SCALPEL Hackathon in Miami Beach.

They were proudly supported by our Faculty Advi-
sor and fellow IEEE member, Chengyi Qu. Com-
peting against teams from USF, FIU, FAU, and
UF, their winning project was an edge-intelligent
SSH honeypot built on a Raspberry Pi 5 with a
tiered Al dispatch architecture. The event was held
in partnership with AWS and DEVCOM ARL.

Heading into the Fall 2026 semester, we are aim-
ing to launch hands-on coding and hardware work-
shops, officially kick off an IEEE Computer Soci-
ety chapter, and grow our membership. We want to
make sure students know about all the great bene-
fits of joining, like access to IEEE Xplore, global
networking, and solid career resources. We are also

really looking forward to building strong ties with
local FWCS chapters.

We would love for local IEEE professionals to
get involved!

Please reach out if you are interested in speaking at
our upcoming events, running a workshop, or men-
toring our students.

Contact and Get Involved

General Body Meetings: Minimum of one meet-
ing per month. Join us via EagleLink for exact
dates and Whitaker College room assignments!
Email: ieee.fgcu@gmail.com

EagleLink
getinvolved.fgcu.edu/organization/ieee

Campus Address:
10501 FGCU Blvd S, Fort Myers, FL. 33965

FGCU IEEE Student Branch
Leadership
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Md Baharul Islam

Chair: Adil Zaben,
azaben8742weagle.fgcu.edu

Vice Chair: Vanessa Gutierrez,

vgutierrez(0276@eagle.fgcu.edu

Secretary: Sean Peppers,

sepeppersS599@eagle.fgcu.edu

Treasurer: Dennis Ray Filho,
dray4741@eagle.fgcu.edu

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal

Page 8 of 14

https://r3.ieeec.org/fwc/



mailto:azaben8742@eagle.fgcu.edu
mailto:vgutierrez0276@eagle.fgcu.edu

IEEE FWCS The SunCoast Signal Vol. 72, No. 6, June. 2026
Photo details: FGCU Takes First Place!

The winning team proudly displaying their awards at the 2026 eMerge Hackathon
in Miami Beach.

From left to right: Secretary Sean Peppers, Katharine Ringo, Jeremy Goldberg,
Chair Adil Zaben, and Faculty Advisor Chengyi Qu

e gl
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Student Activities Chair: Ron Ambrosio, ron.ambrosio@ieee.org

University of South Florida Chairs
Student Branch - Joshua Basso, bassoj@usf.edu

CS — Elan Berezovskiy, elanberezovskiy@gmail.com
EDS - Luis Quevedo, lquevedo@ieee.org

MTT - Fineus Reilly, freilly@usf.edu

PES - Suhib Abu Romaneh sal8@usf.edu

HKN - Roberto Montero, roberto.montero@ieee.org

Colby Bradford colby.bradford@ieee.org

IEEE Florida Poly has been in overdrive planning the
2026 Engineering and Science Student Research
Symposium! This symposium is a chance for stu-
dents to present their research in a conference-
style setting and demonstrate their technical and
academic prowess. We encourage everyone who
can to come to the Engineering and Science Student
Research Symposium on Saturday April 18" from
9am-5pm at Florida Polytechnic University Main
Campus, Building: BARC, Room: 2200. The vTools
registration and flyer are attached below!

https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/539449

Sponsored by: IEEE Foundation & IEEE YP

IEEE NS/
yOuUNQ

professionals

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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Florida Polytechnic University Chairs
Student Branch - Colby Bradford, colby.bradford@icee.org
CS - Cyler Gabel, cgabel3645@floridapoly.edu

PES - Will Carroll, wcarroll4993@floridapoly.edu

RAS - Sahil Talwalkar, tsahil@outlook.com

HKN - Jacob Brescia, jbrescia4d902@floridapoly.edu

Florida Polytechnic University
y | IEEE Student Branch

2026 ENGINEERING
AND SCIENCE STUDENT
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

CALL FOR PAPERS

April 18th, 2026
Florida Poly Main Campus

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

+ Free and open to all undergraduate and
graduate majors.

+ Present papers and win prizes and
certificates!

«+ Participate in different competitions (circuit,
software and soldering) and win prizes!

REGISTER, SUBMIT PAPERS, & FIND
MORE INFORMATION HERE!

Foundation

https://r3.ieeec.org/fwc/
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HKN - IEEE HKN Mu Omega has re- professional member into [IEEE HKN. Here

cently completed their induction ceremony, are some photos:
where we inducted 12 new students and 1

Page 11 of 14 https://r3.ieee.org/fwc/
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R.A.S- Southeast Conference was a great
experience this year. New location, new
people and a ton of opportunities to learn
and grow. We were on track and performing
better than the prior year, had another
chance to make it to elimination but unfor-
tunately our robots drivetrain motors
burned out which affected our ability to per-
form well in our second and third matches.

®

-

o

-Sahil Talwalkar, IEEE FL Poly RAS Chair

P.E.S-Power and Energy Society has been
getting close with Lakeland Electric! This
month we had our substation tour with
them, and are planning another in

'

The SunCoast Signal

Vol. 72, No. 6, June. 2026

But post SoutheastCon we have been start-
ing early prep for next year. Not only for the
conference but the grounds to have the new
eboard carry on. We improved our rooms
security and are ensuring our transition is
smooth for the next eboard team. It has been
great pleasure having Sahil lead the society
for two years but now it is time to transition
to a new leader with great times ahead!

X

RAZ7IGa o
P\'iz\a‘:\:@

<

collaboration with ASME FL Poly! We are
excited to attend the GE Vernova Tour on
April 171

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal Page 12 of 14 https://r3.ieee.oré/fwc/
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Date / Time Organization Description

Title / Contact
Thu. Jun 11, 2026 FWCS Computer Society |https:/events.vtools.ieee.org/m/531722 | V
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Monthly Meeting

Antra Malhotra antra.malhotra@ieee.org
Thu. May 28, 2026 |PES/IAS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/531556 | V
7:30 am - 8:30 am ExCom Meeting

Kayla Allemang kallemang@jieee.org
*Attendance: V: Virtual --- P: In Person --- V & P: Virtual and In Person

Florida West Coast Section - SunCoast SIGNAL Advertising Rates
Contact: Michael Mayor michael.mayor@jieee.org

1 Month

6 Months

12 Months

Size

Member

Non-Member

Member

Non-Member

Member

Non-Member

1/4 Page

$50

$75

$250

$450

$350

$450

1/2 Page

$75

$100

$350

$550

$650

$750

3/4 Page

$125

$150

$550

$750

$950

$1,250

Full Page

$150

$200

$750

$950

$1,250

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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IEEE Florida  1EEE FWCS
West P. O. Box 65

Coast Section Bradenton,
(FWCS) FL 34206

June 2026 - Calendar of Events (For more information see "Inside the SunCoast Signal'" — Page 1)
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
*FWCS ExCom
—Page 1
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
*Signal Inputs Due *FWCS CS
End of Day Monthly Meeting
—Page 11
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
*PES/IAS
Monthly Meeting
—Page 11
28 29 30

The SunCoast SIGNAL is Electronically distributed monthly to all Active Members
of the Florida West Coast Section (FWCS) of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers Inc. (IEEE). The opinions expressed as well as the technical accuracy of]
authors, advertisers or speakers published in this Newsletter are those of the individual
authors, advertisers or speakers. Therefore, no endorsement by the IEEE, its officers or
its members is made or implied.
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