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Inside the SunCoast Signal Recording Your Continuing Education

--PE Corner

ExCom Members I have noted in recent columns that the De-
--PE Corner Cont’d partment of Professional and Business Regula-
Florida Council — FBPE Board Meeting ... 1.:ion,. who. oversee p r.ofessional lic.ensing in. Flor-
ida, is going to require all professional engineers
Senior Member Elevation to enter their continuing education hours before
Women in Engineering renewing their licenses. The last renewal cycle
was the first time that this was required. For those
who waited until the last minute to renew, this
caused a bit of angst (I have to do what?). For
FWCS Year End Gala those who are renewing for the first time, and for
STUDENT ACTIVITIES those (most of us) who haven’t looked at this
—Florida Gulf Coast University since the last fenewal, a liFtle refresher.
The National Council of Examiners for En-
IEEE at USF gineering and Surveying (NCEES), the group
IEEE at USF (Cont’d) that provides all the exams, has a free online tool
Excelsior University for recording your continuing education. They
call it CPC tracking. CPC stands for Continuing
Professional Competency.
—-SIGNAL Advertising Rates On the NCEES website, select NCEES Ser-
FWCS Mailing Address vices and then CPC Tracking. It will tell you that
--Calendar of Events if you don’t already have an NCEES account,
e 1. you need to create one. They give you a link to
—SIGNAL Newsletter Disclaimer do so. If you took an FE or PE exam since 2010,
you already have an account. At least that’s what
Next ExCom Meeting the website says. And some of you may already
Tuesday, September 1st, 2026 have one for other reasons, including that you set
Google Meet it up to renew last cycle.
Register with vTools

https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/573558

Women in Engineering (Cont’d)
Synchronous Condenser Protection

Upcoming Meetings

Continued on Page 2
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IEEE FWCS ExCom Members

CHAIR: Michael Mayor, michael.mayor@jieee.org

VICE CHAIR: Andrew Seely, andrew.secely@ieee.org

SECRETARY: Chung Seop Jeong, PhD,
jeong@ieee.org

TREASURER: Anne Ferrando-Klemet,
anneklemet@jieee.org

SIGNAL EDITOR: Michael Mayor,
michael.mayor@ieee.org,

AWARDS & BYLAWS: Richard Beatie, PE,
r.beatie@ieee.org

MEMBERSHIP: Raghavan Lakshmana
raghavankl@ieee.org

TEACHER IN-SERVICE: Sean Denny,
Venner20@ieee.org,

AESS/IMS Acerospace & Electronics Systems /
Instrumentation & Measurement, Chair
Michael Mayor, Michael.mayor@jieee.org

CS Computer Society, Chair: Antra Malhotra,
antra.malhotra@ieee.org
Vice Chair: Harvendra Singh, harvendra.singh@ieee.org

EMBS Engineering in Medicine & Biology Chapter:
Thomas Carey, poketomtomx2@gmail.com

PES/TAS Power & Energy/Industry Applications Joint Chap-

ter: Chair, Kayla Allemang, kallemang@jieee.org

RAS Robotics & Automation Chapter Chair
Sean Denny, venner20@jieee.org.

SP/COMM Signal Processing / Communications and
Blockchain Group, Chair, Michael Ramalho, PhD,
mar42@cornell.edu

WIE Women in Engineering Affinity Group:

Chair, Yukti Lnu, yukti.goyal88@gmail.com
Vice Chair, Mrunal Gangrade, mrunalgangrade@gmail.com

LIFE MEMBER Affinity Group: Vacant

PAC Chair Dr. Jim Anderson. jim.anderson@ieee.org

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS: Aedan P. Casey,
aedan.p.casey@ieee.org

CONSULTANTS NETWORK: Hermann Amaya,
hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org

CONFERENCES and ELECTIONS: Leandro Maciel,
Leandro.maciel@ieee.org

INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT: Gowtham Chilakapati
gowthamchila@gmail.com

SENIOR MEMBER COMMITTEE: Hermann
Amaya, hermann.amaya.us@ieee.org

STUDENT ACTIVITIES: Chair, Ron Ambrosio
Ron.ambrosio@ieee.org - Student members appear in the
STUDENT ACTIVITIES page of this Newsletter

WEB MASTER: TJ Ross, a.j.ross@ieee.org
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PE Corner - Cont’d from Page 1

The next thing you do is “Add a Board”.
You can add as many as you need. For each
Board, you enter the Renewal Period. The cur-
rent Florida renewal period is March 1, 2025,
through February 28, 2027.

After that you just need to add courses.
Naturally, you select “Add Course”. For each
course you enter the information that you
would expect; the course name, date, number
of hours, the type of course (technical, eth-
ics...), etc. The website indicates that it is op-
tional to upload your certificates. However, the
FBPE expects that you will do so. Engineers
will need to confirm on the MyFloridaLicense
site which provider they took their Florida laws
and rules course from when renewing. You
need to record this course in your NCEES rec-
ord as well as your ethics course. The final step
is to send your record to the FBPE. Once you
have uploaded all of your continuing education
(16 technical hours, 1 hour of laws and rules,
and 1 hour of ethics), including all the certifi-
cates, select the Board you want to send your
continuing education record to, click "Actions"
and select "Download/Send Transcript" to send
information and documentation to a state li-
censing board for renewal purposes. Once
you’ve sent your information to the Board you
can sign on to MyFloridaLicense and renew
your license.

Frankly the process was pretty painless.
I suggest that you go check it out and enter your
continuing education now rather than wait until
it’s time to renew. I doubt you’ll have any is-
sues but if you do it would be best to get them
resolved now versus when you are trying to re-
new your license.

You may direct specific questions or is-
sues with the process to the FBPE office.

With less than a year until renewal,
better start earning those CEHs now!

https://r3.ieee.org/fwc/
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IEEE Florida Council

Florida Board of Professional Engineers Rep-
resentative Report

Art Nordlinger, PE, IEEE Life Senior Member
July 2026

The most recent FBPE board meeting was
held on June 10. I was unable to attend.

In my last report I discussed a bill filed in
the Florida legislature proposing to eliminate most
of the regulatory boards under the Florida Depart-
ment of Business and Professional Regulation.
House Bill 607 was filed for the 2026 legislative
session which began January 12. Thankfully the
bill did not get any traction and is dead, at least for
this year. Another bill affecting the practice of en-
gineering did pass. My report detailing this is at-
tached (my April 2026 article(.

As I previously noted, three engineer posi-
tions on the FEMC Board, including the one that I
currently occupy, will become open on October 31,
2026. The FBPE will likely select replacements to
fill these positions at their August or October meet-
ing next year. Anyone who is interested in serving
on the FEMC Board should contact the Board of-
fice for an application.

I will be retiring from my position as the
Florida Council’s representative to the FBPE at the
end of 2026 as well. I will leave it to the Council
as to whether they want to continue this represen-
tation and, if so, who might want to take it on. I
would note that the in-person FPBE meetings are
currently held in Jacksonville every other month.
The December meeting is held in Tallahassee.

At this time, one or two meetings are held
virtually (only) as well. It is likely that the 2027
meetings will be held in Orlando, but I don’t be-
lieve that this has been finalized. Currently the
Board does not offer an option to attend virtually
when the meeting is held in-person. The meeting
calendar may be found on the Board’s website.

Please feel free to contact me if you have
any questions about this report, continuing educa-
tion for Florida Professional Engineers, or IEEE’s
ability to provide continuing education.

a.nordlinger@ieee.org

813-508-2952
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IEEE Senior Member Elevation

Activity started and led by Hermann Amaya

Hermann started this activity to make it possible for FWCS active
members who qualify for Senior Membership; however, it is
sometimes difficult to get the appropriate references.

R3 Florida West Coast
Members Elevated Year to Date 2026

. First Name

Last Name

. First Name

Last Name

1 |Victor Almeida Barros Krishna Kumar Neelakanta Pillai Sa
2 |Pramod Baddam 16 |Nuredin Ibrahim Mohamed Joehar
3 |Geol Gladson Battu 17 |Shikha Parekh
4 |Pardha Saradhi Chirumamilla 18 |Yesha Patel
5 |Shivaprasad Chitta 19 |Guru Pramod Rusum
6 |P SL Narasimharao |Davuluri 20 |Kesari Sai Krishna Sabniveesu
7 |Ihor Kovalenko 21 |Bhaskar Shanthi
8 |Suresh Kurapati 22 |Srashti Soni
9 |Yukti Lnu 23 |Abhijit Ubale
10 |Venkata Swamy Madasi 24 |Siva Kantha Rao Vanama
11 |Vimal Teja Manne 25 |Vijaya Kumar Reddy Palreddy
12 |Partha Manuri 26 |Sudhir Vishnubhatla
13 |Bala Narendra Muppala 27 |Naresh Vurukonda
Naga Charan Nandigama Yash Sanjay Yash Sanjay Firke
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WOMEN IN ENGINEERING
Celebration of WIE Day

We had a wonderful celebration of International Women in Engineering Day, WIE
Day 2026 on June 24, at Tampa Bay with IEEE Women in Engineering and IEEE
Computer Society Student Branch at USF.

» Organized By
» Yukti Lnu, Mrunal Gangrade, Elan Berezovskiy , Egor Kharitonov, Cesar
Calderon, and Hitha Reddy Pothula

» With Support From
» IEEE Florida West Coast Section,
» Michael A. Mayor (MSE, PE), and Andrew Seely

Inspiring Speakers
» Yadira ‘Yadi’ Caro
— Hardcore Leadership — Developing our human skills
» Karishma Rana
— Responsible AI use in agent frameworks and RAG pipelines
> Yesha Patel
— Al with purpose: Building trustworthy customer experiences
» Sophia Czaus, CDPSE, CISM, CISA
— Building confidence and finding your voice
Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make the evening filled with mean-
ingful conversations, learning, and inspiration.
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What is Next
Panel Discussion: AI Governance

When: Last week of September 2026

Status: Panelists and venue have been finalized

Focus: Responsible Al governance, and separating hype from reality in to-
day’s AI market

IEEE WIE Rising Star Program

Running: In parallel with the AI panel this fall
Who: Celebrating early-career women engineers making an impact
Goal: Spotlighting rising talent and inspiring the next generation in STEM

YV VYV

Y VYV
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Power & Energy Society®

<©IEEE

Florida West
Coast Section

IAS el
TEEE INDUSTRY ®
APPLICATIONS
SOCIETY

| Synchronous Condenser Protection

Date: Friday, September 11, 2026
Time: Seminar: 10:00AM - 2:00PM
Speaker: Jason Eruneo, PE, MBA — System Protection Engineer, Duke Energy
Location: Seminole Electric Cooperative, Inc.

16313 Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 33618
Cost: $110 Members, $250 Non-Members, $35 Students/Life Members
CEH Credits: Three (3) Professional Development Hours will be awarded
RSVP: Online at
Questions:  Kayla Allemang - kallemang@jieee.org

Regan Sink — rsink@jieee.org

This seminar provides an overview of the
IEEE J25 Synchronous Condenser Protection re-
port, which can be found here PSRC J25 Synchro-
nous Condenser Protection.

The report provides guidance on the protec-
tion of synchronous condensers — rotating syn-
chronous machines that supply voltage regulation
and system inertia without generating active
power. As utilities increasingly deploy synchro-
nous condensers to strengthen grids with high in-
verter-based resource penetration, appropriate pro-
tection schemes are essential.

The report describes synchronous conden-
ser machine characteristics, including excitation
systems, rotating inertia, capability curves, and
fault current contribution. It addresses how exist-
ing generators — hydro, combustion turbine, and
steam turbine types — may be repurposed as syn-
chronous condensers. Protection schemes are dis-
cussed in detail, distinguishing those essential for
synchronous condensers from those developed for
synchronous generators that require modification
or are unnecessary entirely. Key topics include loss
of field protection, negative-sequence protection,
stator ground fault protection, and backup protec-
tion. The report also identifies protection functions

— such as loss of synchronism, inadvertent motor-
ing, and abnormal frequency — that are generally
not required due to the absence of a prime mover.
Additional considerations cover stability limits, in-
advertent energization, out-of-phase synchroniza-
tion, and subsynchronous oscillations. Appendices
provide simulation analyses, a protection settings
example, and supporting theoretical derivations.

Jason Eruneo received his B.S. in electrical engi-
neering from University of South Florida in 2008,
master degree in engineering from University of
Florida in 2017, and an M.B.A. from University of
Florida in 2018. He is a registered professional en-
gineer in the state of Florida. He has worked in the
power industry for over 15 years in protection and
control design and system protection engineering.
He has contributed to the development of NERC
PRC standards and is a member of the NERC Sys-
tem Protection and Control Working Group
(SPCWG). He is a main committee member of the
IEEE PES Power System Relaying and Control
(PSRC) Committee and Vice Chair of the Rotating
Machinery Protection (J) Subcommittee of the
PSRC

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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SAVE THE DATE
FWCS Year End Gala
Banquet

When:  Saturday, October 3, 2026
@ 5:00 PM -10:00 PM
Where: St. Petersburg Yacht Club
11 Central Ave.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Contact: Gowtham Chilakapati

Gowtham.chilakapati@ieee.org

Register Here:

https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/570795
Celebration of FWCS
Speakers, Recognitions & Awards

Opportunity to Network with
IEEE Members

Connect with Student Branch
and Young Professionals

Amazing Yacht Club Dinner
https://r3.ieee.org/ftwc/banquet/

Vol. 72, No. 9, Sep. 2026
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Student Activities Chair: Ron Ambrosio, ron.ambrosio@ieee.org

University of South Florida Chairs

Student Branch — Adrian Gonzalez

adriangonzalez@ieee.org

CS — Elan Berezovskiy,
elanberezovskiy@gmail.com

EDS — Mathew Elza, elzaem@usf.edu

MTT — Aidan Castro, aidancastro@usf.edu

PES — Naw Tin, nawjewlaytin@usf.edu

USF STUDENT BRANCH ADVISORS:
Dr. Andrew Hoff, hoff@usf.edu
Dr. Chung Seop Jeong, Jeong@usf.edu

Florida Polytechnic University Chairs

Student Branch - Colby Bradford,

colby.bradford@jieee.org

CS - Cyler Gabel, cgabel3645@floridapoly.edu

PES - Will Carroll, wcarroll4993@floridapoly.edu

RAS — Andrew Blackwelder,
ablackwelder@myyahoo.com

HKN - Jacob Brescia, jbrescia4902@floridapoly.edu

Florida Gulf Coast University
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Md Baharui Islam
Chair — Adil Zaben, azaben8742@eagle.fgcu.edu
Vice Chair — Vanessa Gutierrez,
vgutierrez0276(@eagle.fgcu.edu
Secretary — Sean Peppers,
sepeppers5599@eagle.fgcu.edu
Treasurer — Dennis Ray Filho,
dray 4741 @eagle.fgcu.edu

Florida Gulf Coast University — Yearly Goals

As a newly established branch, our primary
goal for this academic year is to build a sus-
tainable organization that meets all IEEE Stu-
dent Branch vitality metrics.

Operationally, our goal is to establish clear in-
ternal procedures, train our executive commit-
tee using the IEEE Center for Leadership Ex-
cellence and vTools, and build a pipeline of
future student leaders through the Volunteer
Leadership Training program so the branch re-
mains active after the founding members grad-
uate. To provide tangible value to our mem-
bers, we plan to offer a balanced portfolio of
activities. Technically, we aim to host hands

on engineering workshops and field teams for
the annual IEEE Xtreme global programming
competition.

Professionally, we plan to host a Stu-
dent Professional Awareness Experience and
network with local engineering professionals
by collaborating closely with the IEEE Florida
West Coast Section and our local IEEE Young
Professionals affinity group. Socially, our
goal is to host an official IEEE Day celebra-
tion in October and consistently organize net-
working events to build a strong community.
We aim to officially petition for an IEEE
Computer Society Student Branch Chapter.

IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal Page 9 of 14 https://r3.icee.org/fwc/
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IEEE Student Branch at the 2. Launching The Reference Node
At the start of the fall semester the branch

University of South Florida launches its own bi weekly newsletter, The Refer-
USF ence Node, covering program updates, member
( ) spotlights, and technical articles written by our

members. The first issue features a piece on 3D

I E E E print Ori;;l:ation.
at USF Reference Nede

1. Summer Technical Program Recap 3. Meet SWARM

IEEE at USF spent the summer turning Launched this summer, SWARM is a hands
ideas into working projects across our technical ~©O0 technical program where students design, build,
programs. SWARM, led by Ali Htait, joined and program both remote controlled and autono-

forces with RAPTOR to expand the branch drone ~ MOUS drones. This fall the team is building a large
fleet while giving members hands-on experience scale autonomous payload delivery drone to show-

with SolidWorks, soldering, and hardware as- ©3s€ by the spring semester'. Members will pick up
sembly. RAPTOR, led by Nicholas Meals, real wprld SklllShln ArduRllot, Python, CAD, and
brought the joint project's first drone to life, with sgldermg. Experienced builders and complete be-
members beginning manual flight training and &iners are both welcome.

working toward their first autonomous flights. 5
SoutheastCon, led by Al-Harith Sullaiman, de-
veloped an autonomous robot that navigates
using multiple sensors andtoggleable sens-
ing modes. Workshops, led by Jacob Cole-
man, helped members turn personal interests into
hands-on engineering projects through project rec-
ommendations, technical guidance, and learn-ing
resources.

Workshops presentation at USF EXPO

Drone assembly close up.

ﬂ IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal Page 10 of 14 https://r3.ieee.org/fwc/|l
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IEEE FWCS

4. Celebrating 40 Years

This year marks 40 years since IEEE at
USF competed at SoutheastCon 1986. We are cel-
ebrating four decades of innovation, teamwork,
and student engineering excellence.

/

SoutheastCon 1986 throwback!

5. Upcoming Events
Fall General Bodv Meeting

Wednesday, September 2, 2026, 5:00 PM to 7:00
PM, Hall of Flags, USF Engineering Building II.
Meet the branch, hear about current updates and
new programs, and find ways to get involved.

3rd Annual USF Automation Fest 2026

Wednesday, September 23, 2026, 10:00 AM to
5:00 PM, Hall of Flags, USF Engineering Building
II. Showcasing automation and robotics innova-
tions and connecting students with industry lead-
ers. Organized by the International Society of Au-
tomation at USF, IEEE at USF, and IEEE
RAS at USF.

Registration is open on Eventbrite
USF Nano Forum

Thursday, October 1, 2026, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM,
Marshall Student Center. Immerse yourself in re-
search, technology, and emerging ideas in nano-
technology and related engineering fields. Compa-
nies can sign up here.

ﬂ IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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Vol. 72, No. 9, Sep. 2026

Wednesday, October 21, 2026, 10:00 AM to

2:30 PM, Marshall Student Center. Co hosted
with our sister chapters CS, MTT, EDS, PES,
and RAS, with 150+ engineering students ex-

pected, grouped by focus area so employers
meet candidates already working in their field.

Tables should be claimed by September 25.

Registration is open on Eventbrite.

Questions about the event can be answered
at

events@ieeeusf.com .

USF WAMI Forum

Tuesday, October 27, 2026, 10:00 AM to 4:00
PM, Marshall Student Center. Connecting stu-
dents with ideas, developments, and conversa-
tions across the WAMI community.

Confirmed dates, times, and locations are
posted on our calendar. For sponsorship, col-
laboration, or speaking opportunities, contact
us at

support@ieeeusf.com .

Page 11 of 14
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EXCELSIOR
UNIVERSITY

Excelsior University is Expanding in St. Petersburg — Join Us!

Excelsior University is growing—and making a meaningful in-
vestment in education and workforce development in the
St. Petersburg community.

As we expand our hybrid learning

model, we’re building a pool of part-time
faculty and lab instructors to support our
Electrical Engineering  Technology
(EET) program.
This is an exciting opportunity to help
shape applied engineering education while
working with adult learners developing
real-world, career-ready skills.

About the Role
Teach in a hybrid model combining asyn-

o Electronics I & II (semiconductors,
amplifiers, advanced circuits)

What You Bring

Required: Masters in EE/EET (or related),
2+ years industry experience, ability to sup-
port online + lab instruction

Preferred: Doctorate, college and online
teaching experience, industry credentials
(PE/CET), strong applied/workforce focus

chronous online instruction with hands-on ~ Why Join Us?
labs in St. Petersburg. Lab sessions are 3 « Be part of a growing university

hours, held evenings every other week. presence
Courses may include: o Help shape innovative hybrid

o Circuit Theory I & I (DC/AC analy- learning
sis, power, impedance) o« Work with career-focused adult

learners

Apply Now:

https://www.excelsior.edu/job/part-time-faculty-lab-instructors-electrical-engineer-

ing-technology-eet/

ﬂ IEEE FWCS SunCoast Signal
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Year 2026 - Florida West Coast Section - Upcoming Events Summary LS

Date / Time Organization Description

Title / Contact Location
Thu. Sep 3, 2026 FWCS Computer Society | https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/531726 | V
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Monthly Meeting

Antra Malhotra antra.malhotra@jieee.org
Fri. Sep. 11, 2026 PES/IAS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/572882 | P
10:00 am - 2:00 pm  |Synchronous Condenser Seminole Electric Cooperative

Kayla Allemang kallemang@jieee.org
Sat. Sep. 26, 2026 PES/IAS https://events.vtools.ieee.org/m/531560 | V
7:30 am - 8:30 am ExCom Meeting

Kayla Allemang kallemang@jieee.org
*Attendance: V: Virtual --- P: In Person --- V & P: Virtual and In Person

Florida West Coast Section - SunCoast SIGNAL Advertising Rates
Contact: Michael Mayor michael.mayor@jieee.org

1 Month

6 Months

12 Months

Size

Member

Non-Member

Member

Non-Member

Member

Non-Member

1/4 Page

$50

$75

$250

$450

$350

$450

1/2 Page

$75

$100

$350

$550

$650

$750

3/4 Page

$125

$150

$550

$750

$950

$1,250

Full Page

$150

$200

$750

$950

$1,250

$1,450
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TEEE Florida I1EEE FWCS
West P. O. Box 65

Coast Section Bradenton,
(FWCS) FL 34206

September 2026 - Calendar of Events (For more information see "Inside the SunCoast Signal”" — Page 1)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5

*FWCS ExCom *FWCS CS

—Page 1 Monthly Meeting

—Page 13

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
*Signal Inputs Due *Synch. Condenser|
End of Day Seminar
->Page 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
*PES/IAS
Monthly Meeting

—Page 12

The SunCoast SIGNAL is Electronically distributed monthly to all Active Members
of the Florida West Coast Section (FWCS) of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers Inc. (IEEE). The opinions expressed as well as the technical accuracy of]
authors, advertisers or speakers published in this Newsletter are those of the individual
authors, advertisers or speakers. Therefore, no endorsement by the IEEE, its officers or
its members is made or implied.
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